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the following Eſſay to publiſh and circulate it. 
1. He hoped, that by a clear ſtatement of the doc- 
vines maintained by himſelf and others of the Cal- 
viniſtie perſuaſion, together with the objections uſu- 
ally brought againfi them, the humble enquiring 
reader, might have a fair opportunity of judging 
for himſelf, and determining on which. fide of the 
| queſtion the truth lies. 2. He hoped that a candid, 
diſpaſſionate review of the nature and tendency of 
his principles, might ſerve to remove ſome of thoſe 
falſe, malignant aſperſions with which ſome have 
charged them, as well as reconcile others to them, 
who may hitherto have conceived an abhorrence of 
them through mifrepreſentation and miſtake. 3. 
He hoped that ſome who may have been taught 
them in ameaſure, and who may be without the help 


of larger tracts, might be able more clearly to dif- 
cern their nature and excellency : . How much they 


are interwoven with the ſcriptures, as well as with 
their own experience, and how much they conduce 


in God; alſo, that ſuch may be ſupplied with an in- 
creaſe of aſſiſtance to give to every one that aſks 
them a reaſon of their hope. IS nn 

The Author preſumes it, will be unneceſſary to ſay 
that rancour, or virulence, or the love of controverſy 


hase diftated to his pen. The impartial, candid 
reader, he flatters himſelf, will be able to diſcover. 
X 1 nothing 
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to the real Chriſtian's comfort, and ſtability, and joy 
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nothing of the kind in what he has written, If he 
knows his own heart, he is ſure he loves all who love 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity, of every name 
and denomination; and can readily paſs by, in chriſ- 
tain communion, the things in h we differ, to. 
unite in chriſtian affection in thoſe in which we are 
agreed. But as his office and character, his Bible 
and Maſter call upon him to lead his chriſtain bre- 
'thren into the whole truth, as it has been taugbt 
him; he cannot but deem himſelf fall y juſtified in 
attempting this by a little Eflay. And though he 

has ſome reaſon to believe, many into whoſe hands it „ 
may fall, will want candor and patience to peruſe © 
itz he is not without a ſanguine expectation, that it 
may pleaſe God to give his bleſſing to it, for the in- 
ſtruction and benefit of others, who may alſo hither- 
to have been miſled by error and prejudice, by mm 


and connexions. 
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1 is ſaid the Son of Man came to ſcek and to wid 
that which, was loſt. This is the cafe with us all, 


And to this gracious undertaking bis ſheep, who like 
the reſt of mankind are lying, in a, guilty, bien 


ſtate (t John v. 19.) owe cheir recovery and life, 
For being ignorant and fooliſh, they know not the 
1 1d ; being feeble, expoſed, and defence- 
leſs, they could not attempt to return with. ſafety ; 
ſucceſs; and being guilty and diſobedient, how 
could they know, without more underſtanding than 
they poſſeſs in a ſtate of tranſgreſſion, that, they 
ſhould be received upon their return ? Bu: being ſe · 
cure and ſatisfied with che reſt of ſinners, they have 
no inclination or deſire to return. Another muſt fave | 


them. Hence, ſays the Apoſtte, ye were as ſheep 


going aftray, but are now returned unto the Shepherd 
and Biſhop of your ſouls. 1 Pet. 11. 25. Iſa. iii. 6. 


Chrift aſſures 5 he gave his life, for the ſheep. 


And his word tells us. eiſwhere, that he will both 


ſeek his ſheep. and find them out, and that when he 
hath found them, he layeth them, on his ſhoulders res 
joieing, & avd cauſes j joy in heaven for their reco- 
very. This along, may be ſufficient to convince, us, 
that our ſalvation 1s entirely and altogether of free 
grace. And every true believer is, doubtſeſs, taught 
this in a manner in- which he can never be untaughit 
it again. Surely, he reſtoreth my ſoul; he leadeth me 
in the paths of riphtevuſueſs for his'name's lake, and 
he ſhall have all the Pſ. xxiii. 3. 
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But further, Solintion mult be altogether and en- 
dir ely of God's gracious election, or of man's choice 


and works; for between theſe the apoſtle allows no 
poſſible medium, (Rom. xi. 5, 6.) that is, it muſt be 
of Gods free will, or of man's; of God's purpoſe or 
of man's; of God's power, wiſdom, mercy, and 
grace, or eſſe of man's; for one of theſe muſt claim 
the precedency in order of working. Either God is 
before us or we are before him, in the concera of our 
filration. Aud if man be the firſt mover; he muſt 
continue the chief worker to the end; and in that 
eaſe is not ſaved by grace but by works only. We 
maſt be made perſectiy righteous in the fight of 
God, we muſt be juſtified or freed from the condem- 


nation of the holy aw we have broken, by our own 


obedience only, or by that of another for us; for both 
cannot be neceſſary; when one alone is ſufficient, 
But the apoſtle affirms, that by the obedience of one, 
viz. Chriſt, ſhall many be made righteous. If fo, 
our own, being unequal to the r yr, of the 
law of God, is worthleſs and of no uſe to juſtify or 
acquit' us before him; that is, in other words, to 
fave us from his wrath, or to ſecure us his favour. 
Hence, Chrift is called, by way of eminence, both 
our righteouſneſs and ſalvation. Nevertheleſs, the 
obedience of tove'to Chriſt and his will, im a belie- 


ver, though-imperfe&'and defective in the extreme, 


is the ſure ſign of a pardoned juſtified ſtate, is the 


fruit of his ſpirit within us, and the effort of willin 


fubjection to his government and rule. By the fin- 
leſs obedience of Chriſt unto death without us and 
for us, we are juſtified or made the righteouſneſs of 


6 God; and by the obedicnce of grace within us, I 


5 me 
7 9894 y +? f — o ” g 


4 * 1 
3 2 —_— "ad. * . — — 
— — 


\ > 


* * 4 * , * * p 


- 


a A late writer, who flood at the head of a very numerous party, 
beſitates not to ſay (ſee Mr. Hervey's eleven Letters, page 278) 
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ence ot ſuch grace operate more ſtrongly than his 


E 
mein, a frame of heart diſpoſed to accept and obey 


the: whole will of God, that juſtified ſtate is declared - 


and proved. Free merey provided the one before 
we had our exiſtence, and the gracious ſpirit, the 
fruit of that mercy, implants the other, when and 
where he pleaſeth Heb. 1. 3. John iii. 5, 8. | 
We may further remark ; if we begin our own 
ſalvation by complying with and by ſetting forward 
the ſpirit, the grace, or the light within us, as ſome 


affirm ; or in other words, by doing our bett, as others 


ſay, our eternal life entirely depends upon ourſelves; 
and the all ſufficient atonement and righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt can come in for little ſervice,” and for as little 
praiſe. Gal. v. 4. But if God be the firſt worker, 
he is the chief and the only worker to the end; and 


the believing ſinner, in that caſe, is ſaved by grace 


alone: that is, the grace which hath provided a ſure - 
ty, an atonement, a righteouſneſs, a Mediator, &c. 
applies that proviſion to the heart by the Holy 
Spirit, and makes it effectual to ſanctify and preſerve 
the behever to glory. The knowledge and experi- 
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4 that there are hundreds, yea thouſands of true believers, who never 
„ once thought of Chriſt tulfilling ali tighteouſneſs in their ſtead.” 


See Rom. v. 19. One would be ready io enquire what kind of be- 


lievers they could be? unleſs.ſuch as the apoſtle deſcribes: who be- 
ing ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh- their 
own, have not ſubmitted themſelves to the righteouſneſs of Gog. 
For Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs ,to every one that 
believes. And it is wonderful how any could fayingly believe with- 
out knowing him to have fulfilled all righteouſneſs, in the behalf of 
ſuch. But from the apoſtle's words, the receiving of the righteouf. 
neſs of Chriſt, -as the alone ground and meritorious cauſe of juſtifica- 
tion, is an act of ſubmiſſion. It requires us to renounce all our oun 
inherent righteouſneſs as worthleſs and of no uſe in the concern of our 
acceptance with Cod; and to venture our whole ſelyes upon this bot. 
tom for deliverance and life. This is contrary and mortitying to 


proud nature, which is one grand reaſon why it is diſliked and 


rejected. 
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corruptions, and by its influence the faculties of his 
mind are borne above the prevalence of fleſnly thin 


and acquire a reliſh for the things of Chriſt, which 


his love, his preſence, and his ſervice are nione in- 
tended and formed to gratify. Rom. viii. 6. To 
ſay, however, we are born with grace, with light, 
and with the ſpirit, and that our eternal life depends 
upon our improvement of that grace as a talent com- 
mitted to our truſt, is the ſame as to ſay that we are 


born children of light inſtead of children of darkneſs, 


children of holineſs inſtead of uncleanneſs, children 


of life inftead of children of wrath, and children of. 


God inſtcad of children of the wicked one. Being 
thus born in goodneſs and in grace, we ſurely need 
not be. born again, we are the offspring of grace al- 
ready, not of fin and corruption; and the gof- 


pel to enlighten us, and the ſpirit to quicken us, are 


both ſuperfluous gifts. So ſaying, however, we 
deny the apoftje's words, and contradict the moſt 
ſtriking and moſt ſtubborn matters of fact. For, is 


it not too well known to be diſputed or concealed, "I 


that many children about us, at eight, teu, eleven, or 


twelve years old, do not fo much as know who made 


them, or how they are to be ſaved? If the light 
and grace thus ſaid to be born. with us may thus be 
darkneſs, as well among the children of profeſſin 


chriſtains as of pagans, how great is that darkneſs, 


and how lameatable that miſtake, which puts dark- 


neſs for light! But why ſhould we aſſert a manifeſt 


untruth under the pretence of clearing the juſtice of 
God; the tendency of which is to withdraw our de- 
pendauce ſrom him, and to induce us to believe we can 
repent and turn to him when we will, as the effec- 
tuai mean never to repent and turn to him at all. 


_ "Surely ſuch err for want of knowing the feriptures 


Some 


aad the power of God. 
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examples, repro 
favoured; and will generally be ſtronger or weaker 
as they have been trained up in the uſe of them. 
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Some indeed make thoſe reflections of guilt, 
which are occaſionally felt by the ungodly, the cer- 


tain ſigns of light and grace born with us. But 


theſe are Pa the effects of thoſe inſtructions, 
3, Kc. with which they have been 


When, however, they do not amount to a moral 
con viction of our danger by fin, they may be diſ- 
cerned, to a certain degree, in the conduct of our 


domeſtic animals, when overtaken and detected in a 
fault for which they may have often been reproved 
and chaſtized. Whatever may be the name for 

ſuch reflections, it is proper to remark that they 


only connect with out ward tranſgreſſions in ihe uu- 


ſanctiũied and dead; but with the lavingly enlightened 


and pure, they may attend finful thoughts, deſires, 
inclinations, &c. and in that caſe become the tokens 


of a renewed mind, Proyerbs xxiv. 9. Pſalm cxix. 
+31 3: But it is a queſtion which may puzzle a phi- 
loſopher himſelf, how a ſinner, dead in treſpaſſes and 
fin, ſhould be diſpoſed to improve thoſe reffections 


which he bates, for the life of his ſoul; and how the 
ſame finner ſhould be able to work acceptahly to 


God, while he is an enemy to him, and diſlikes his 


boly law and pure will ; is a queſtion that, may 
perplex a divine. The thing is unlikely, abſurd,, and 


, impoſſible. The finner muſt live by quickening 


grace before be can act; and have his eyes opened 


before he can ſee. If we are light in the Lord, he 


bas made us ſo by his Spirit, and we believe that 
work is the fruit of that very mercy ,which is fro 
everlaſting to everlaſting, ; and that this. is the onl; 
.yeaſon why we differ from others: And that the 


Lord being the firſt worker, out of pure:mercy, and 


love, will be the laſt: And that as he begips 10 
create us anew, by his Spirit, without any aid, pur- | 
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his gracious teaching, is inclined to beg of G. 


[ 10 0 


poſe, or deſire of our own > he will, from the ſame 


motive, perfect our ſalvation, and is entitled to all the 
glory of it for ever: He . us when ve 


ere dead in fin, and works in us that which is 


« well pleaſing in his own ſight.” But could all 
this grace be ſhewed us without defign, without 
- purpoſe, without choice? | Impoſſible! If he ſave 


us at all, he certainly meant ſo to do from eternity. 


For can there be any new or ſudden thought with 
him who ſees the end from the beginning? The 


motives and reaſons of mercy and love, which induced 


N 


the Lord to enlighten and quicken us at firſt, muſt” 


then, continue to the end of our ſalvation, ſeeing 
there is nothing to hinder it which his infidite grace 
aud love would not prevent. Hence, there can be 
no grace but eternal and electing grace, for the ſal- 
vation of ſinners. And hence, it muſt be true, as 
the apoftle ſays, this grace was given us in Chriſt 
Jeſus before the world began (2 Tim. i. 9.) And 


the world, according to his eternal purpoſe and the 


good pleafure of his will, that we ſhould be holy 
and without blame before him in love, to the praiſe 


that we were choſen in him before the foundation of |. 


' of the glory of his grace. Eph. i. See John xv. 16. 


Yes; he loved us and gave himſelf for us, and hence 
It comes to paſs, that he called us effectually by his 


grace, works in us by his good Spirit the tempers. 


of his children, and keeps us by his power to tre 
end, that ve may fee his glory and ſhare in his joy, 
according to his unchangeable purpoſe and never- 
— promiſe. (Rom. viii. 28. Heb. vi. 17, 18. 
John xvit. 24.) And while every believer is com- 
manded not to grieye, not to Quench, and not to re- 
fiſt that holy Comforter, by whom they are ſcaled 
unto the day of complete and eternal redemption; 
every chriſtian, drawn by his influence, and ſubject to 

God to 
be 
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be kept from this fin, and t 
and is as anxious to obey this ſweet command. 
Thus, the Spirit promiſed and given to us works in 
us what the ſame Spirit requires of us, and thus 
bears witneſs with ours that we are his; and in this 
manner it is that continuance to the end becomes 
ſure, in that way of holineſs, diligence, watchful- 
neſs, and prayer which are ſecured to us by the ſame | 
grace which gave Chriſt for us. Jer. xxxi. 31—37. # 
vi. 14. Heb. xiii. 20, 21. | 


method of ſalvation, 
yand order in which the grace of Chriſt 
appears towards us and operates in us, and which we 
muſt uniformly maintain in all our -preaching, and 
praying, and converſation. We make it all of grace, - 
of eternal, electing, invincible grace; becauſe the 
ſcripture hath done the ſame, and becauſe we cannot 
conceive how we, ignorant, guilty, condemned, dead, 
polluted, wretched, helpleſs, and loſt finners could 
be ſaved in any other way.“ But if any 


gaioſt „ 


o be watchful a 


xxxii. 40. Phil. i. 6. Rom 


Rom. viii. 11. v. 8. g. 


and the 


ſcheme and 


have more 
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All chat the Father giveth me ſhall come unto me and 
cept it were given unto him of my Father. 
John vi. -I pray for thoſe whom thou haſt given me, for they are 
thine. And for their ſakes, I ſanctify myſelf, that they alſo 
4 O God, who ſeeſt that we have 
% no power of ourſelves to help ourſelves, keep us and as by thy 

<< ſpecial grace, thou doſt put into our minds good deſires, fo by thy 

«+ continual help we may bring the ſame to good effe--ant that we 

4+ who cannot do any thing good without thee, may by thee be enabled 

*< to live according to thy will---and becauſe the frailty of man 

keep us ever by thine help from all 
hurtful---mercifully grant that thy holy Spirit may in all 
things direct and rule our hearts.---Almighty God, who has knit 
<* together. thine ele# in one communion- that it may pleaſe hee 
ortly to accompliſh the number of thine ele#, and to haſten th 

40 Kingdom.“ a Collets. | 1 15 


Can come unto me ex 


might be ſanRified. John xvii: 


«© without thee cannot but fall, 


"6 I 


8 by he declared by his counſel (before the foundation of the world) 
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wiſdom, goodneſs, power, and holineſs than we, to 

* ſave themſelves in another way; we freely give them 
the ſupeggority, and envy. them not the privilege. 
Or if they find they can do ſomething towards mak - 
ing the grace of- God, born with them, effectual to 
their ſalvation, we frankly confeſs, we could not, 
even after we perceived aur danger, and knew ſome- 
thing of our guilt and fin: and even now feel that 
we cannot ſtand an hour without the powerful in- 
fluence of his grace and Spirit; hold thou me up, 
and I ſhall be ſafe. In a word, we are ready to ac- 
knowledge, with the apoſtle, that we are ignorant 
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| # of 
© turn and prepare himſelf to faith and calling upon God: where- jet 

_ © fore we have no power to do good works pleaſant and acceptable to . 
«© God, without the grace of God by Chriſt preventing us that ve CEL 
% may have a good will, and working with us when we have that 204 
4 good Will.“ Who ſanctifieth me, and all the elect people of Co! 
_ »© God.--.Church Catechiſm. *©4 We are accounted righteous-be- ne 

_ «©: fore Cod, only for the merit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hy faith, and 

14 not for our own works. Wherefore that we are juſtified by faith - | (P 


<< only, is a moſt vholeſome doctrine, and very full of comfort, as is . * thi 
1 more largely expreſſed in the Homily of Juſtification. ”? 
« Predeſtination to life, is the everlaſting purpoſe of God, where. 


do deliver from condemnation, thoſe whom he had choſen in * 
«« Chriſtout of mankind, and to bring them-by Chriſt to everlaſting — 


4 ſalvation, as veſſels made to honour. Wherefore they who be en- 
« gued with ſo excellent a benefit of God, be called according to 
% God's purpoſe, by his Spirit working in due ſeaſon, they, through 
« grace, obey the calling: they be juſtified freely: they be made 
. «« ſons of God by adoption: they be made like the-image ofthis Son 
«« Jeſus Chriſt, - &c, Kc.“ See the Articles of Religion in the 
Church Prayer-Book, the zoth, iich, and 17d. 
Thus the Scriptures, the. Church of England, and the Calviniſts 
perfectly harmoniſe ; and while Methodiſm belongs to neither, it is 
equally hoſtile to each. With what iety, then, can the ſol- 
lowers of Mr. W. profeſs themſelves of this communion? with juſt 
the ſame, I apprehend, as. numbers of her miniſters and thouſands 
of her communicants, who agree with many of them to commend 
their Church, and to vilify, oppoſe, and trample her leading doctrines 
| under fret. What a pity they do not know and will not learn 
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of and enemies to the God of righteonſneſs 24 mah 

and that he did, by the agency of his Spirit, ſhine 

into our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge. 

of himſelf in Jeſus Chriſt, otherwiſe we ſhould never 
* - have perceived our danger effectually, or have perſe- 
* veriagly fought the hope that was laid up for us in 
him, knowing nothing about it and caring nothiag: 
for it. Col. i. 5. Tit. i. t—3- Thus much we are , 
compelled to ſay to the honour and praiſe of his 3 
wonderful grace, and to the ſhame and oaths _ _— 
ourſelves. And whether, in this, we ſpeak as the 
. Holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh, let the experienced. chriſtian 
anch the impartial reader judge and determine. II. 
Ini. 6. Rom. v. 10. But if this method of life be re», 
jeQed, and the other way above deſcribed, be pre- 
ferred to it, the reader will remark that the follow- - 
ing conſequences muſt enſue: 1. We cannot with 
conſiſtency, pray for ourſelves as helpleſs conH,dem - 
ned fluners, as the Spirit of God has directed us. 
Pf. laxxvi. 1.) nor can we pray for ſinners about ua, 
F* that God would open their eyes and turn their hearts; 

to himſelf, or make them willing to ſeek him, to for- 


Nod N walk in his ways: For if our and their 
£3 Re 1 2 2 
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4 Get thminends hep ondyiahere. e anions not. 
becauſe all men have a will and power, but becauſe it is their duty 
And intereſt; juſt as much fo as it is to love him with all the heart, 
and foul, and ad. But the call alſo implies mercy te forgive, 
ia che caſs of every finner-that does ſo return. | And: this humble, 
ſubmiſſive: ſtate of mind, while it is the work of bis own Spirit, is 
* declared object of that very mercy * — — condeſcendly revea- 
* one who — Gay. 
decome the willing ſervant of Chriſt, ſhall be tt. and rod 
the proof for himſelf of this gracious truth, m this frame of heart f 
given him from above, 2 Tim. ii/ 25. | s 
11 may or may not, ſays the proud Arminian, work out my own - 
ſHvation, and continue tothe wh as I like z and yet noone can be 
certain, cries the ſame Arminian, he ſhall be fmatly ſaved. It is not 
enough to reply; every blind teacher in the land proclaims the fame k | 
. We my add, fet both be admoniſhed . © | 
5 mate 1 
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A eength and ſufficiency: to perform theſe and other 
duties, be not in and with Chriſt and wholly at his 
diſpoſal, we ſurely need not beg them at his feet in 
the manner we profeſs to do, as the free gifts of his 
love. But it is a truth, not to be controverted with 
ſucceſs, that our life, comfort, and preſervation an”, | 
che concerns of our ſouls, as much depend upon the. 
good pleaſure and favour of God, as thoſe of our 
body: and that we can no more Jive, as true belie- 
vers, without the conſtant communications of his 
grace, than we can as creatures without the daily 
benefits of his providence. If he withhold the one 
we know we could not ſubfiſt, and if he denied the 5 
other, for which we ſought not, we mult of courſe 
periſh. | Let us then be as confiſteat in this as in 
that, and we muſt believe his ſovereign, electing love, 
us the alone ſpring of our life and comfort. 2. If 
this way of ſalvation be rejected and the other re- 
tained, we are left without hope and comfort f 
I cient to counterbalance thoſe fears of God's * 
which à due cone iction of fin and a ſenſe of his holi- F- 
neſs and majeſty infpire. For, could an uncertain or 
(which is the ſame, a conditional promiſe of life 
correſpond to a certain expeRation of eternal wrath, 
produced by a proper knowledge of fin? Or could 
. a precarious aſſurance of ſafety, ſooth and allay the 
x lively afflictive feclings, arouſed by a juſt conception” 
of the fiery indignation of God, in a convicted, ſin- 
ner's breaſt? I trow not. And how could ver. Þ 
Joice in him with any confidence or rern rar if 
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bd FR of. this theix beat taliiciency; ee humble | 
Calvinift, who cries, Save me, O Lord, gun, 1 ſhall be ſaved ! will 
be likely to riſen judgment againſt them. & the former, however, ? 
- hazetheir ſufficiency in themſelyes, and the other his in Chriſt, it is , 
19 no difficult matter to determine which will be found among the fooliſh 
virgins at laſt, O my foul, come not then into thei A" un- 
; * As n 5 | 
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we bad ndt firm aſſurance of nie merey enduring for 
ever; and that whom he loves, he loves to the Lacke 7 
Sure I am, nothing ſhort of this could yield me the 


relief and ſupport my conſeiouſſy periſhing caſe 
needed: and bleſſed be God, we cannot in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances want it long; becauſe he has no 
ed to ſhow into the heirs of - promiſe the immatabt- 


ty of his counſel'and promiſe in their hehalf, that 


all might have ſtrong 
taught to fly for refuge to Chriſt, the hope ſet be- 


conſolation who 


have been 


fore them: Heb, vi. 18. 3: Our faliation” and life 


Lord's unalterable love. 


muſt be juſt as dbubtfut in its continuance in heuven 
as on earth, if this method of it be falſe; ſeeing it 
muſt reſt upon the ſame ground and cauſes there a8 
here; whether upon our own works or upon the 
And did not the continu- 
ance of our obedĩience and holineſs, even. in: glory, 


depend upon the divine veracity and immutable lov- 
ing. :kindhefs ; how could our happineſs be full and 
compleat or be likely to endure for ever ? And if 
his word of truth focive: life to belie vers when in 
heaven. why not while on earth? , But if the Armi- 
nian ſcheme could be proved true, every beljever on 
earth and in.heaven, muſt be deprived of the. ſolid 
aſſurance of eternal life, for want ofa purpoſe and 
romiſg, unchangeabie* and eternal, to ſecure, it. 
dor the Arminian denies. an eternal purpoſe of ſalvs 


| tion, and in this rejects that which alone can render 
b it ſure.” 


4. If ſalvation N pon not upon the ever- 


1 ä 


788 In hope of eternal life, which God, * cannot lie, -edinifod * 
fore the world began. All we like ſheep have gone aſtray. 


mall be faved in the Lord: with an everlaſting ſalvation. 
; for he (hall ſave his peopie from their fins. 
ut what aſſürance . we of all this ? Surely 

* miſe of Cod. and we cannot deſire better. 


dual be cal'\d”' Jeſus 


Iſrael 
His name 


the purpoſe and * 


It happens unfortupate for the rigid Armighan, that he ca 
aſſent to the truth of one propliccy of ſcripture, whether of } een 


th © Ws 


* merey, without allowing 2 docttine of piedeftinatieni. For what. 
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tional promiſes only, it would be impoſſible, ſo far as 


we can ſee, to any of the children of Adam. For if 


the Lord had no purpoſe of ſaviag Gogers, it is in- 


conceiyahle how they can be ſaved. And if a foner - 


be ſaved for erer, is he ſaded contrary to his purpoſe ? 
Bat to ſay that the Lord acts without a determined 


Purpoſe and deſigu in the vaſt: concern of ſaving ſin- 


ners, is to make him inferior to ourſelves; and to ſup- 
poſe him liable to mutablity in the gracious purpoſes. 


gf his eternal mind, is to conceive of him as leſs than 
Irhovab that changeth not: to which immwability: | 
the life of his people is aſcribed. Mal: iii. 6. More- 


over, the ſpiritual. gifts. and callings of God are ſaid 
to be without repentance, (Rom. xi. 29.) that is, 
without any change of the divine purpoſe or mind. 
And if this cauſe for a-believer's continuance in; the 
way of life, with others connected with it, and in- 
dependent of himſelf, were explained away from the 
64 4. e Ig Le ona 4 i 

u a-prophecy, but the promulgation of a fixed purpoſe and detetmi- 
nation of the divine mind, in relation to ſomething future? a ſome- 
thing which be has purpoſed ſhall,. and therefore muſt, come to paſs ! 


Thus. except thoſe days ſhould be ſhortened, no fleſh. could be 
ſaved : dut for the eieft3 ſałke whom he hath'choſen; he Bad ther 


* 


* „ 


7 , £% Th 
1 * * _ * 
— 


tened the days; (Mark xiii. ao und becauſe iniquity tali abound, 


de love of, many foal? war cold - yet 2' remnant be ſaved ac- 
2 to the eiectien of grace---and they Gall return to the Lord, 


ix Cod. —and I will put my fear into their hearts, that they ſhall: 


"wot depaft from me. and I. forgive their unrighteouſneſs, and 


Abeir fins N ce Lremember no more. In ſuch parts of, * 


holy. writ as it requires little penetration to perceive what God. 


has predetermined, becauſe foretold: and ode would think as little 


boneſty and ſimplicity to believe, that the ſalvation of a part of the Jews 


as well as Gentiſes, at the time appointed, will be the conſequence of 


the Lord's fixed purpoſe, and e ecting grace. "Theſe, however, are 
but a few teſtimonies out of many that might be ſelected of prophecies. 
and piedeſtinatiom beiag inſeparably linked together. And it ought 
to de added. that he who is ſo daring as to deny the one, ſtrikes at the 
very root. of the other, and delerves little better appellation than 2 
B CET | 
. . 2 Dis $4 a s . . _ b Fg 4 * * 0 
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kfing purpoſe and grace of Chriſt, but on eondi- 
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hook of God, which ſo many have attempted, what' 
other would remain ſufficient to preſerve him from 


g: with all that mutabi- 
elf to which he is con- 
ſeious; and has tolament? 


the tormenting fear of fallin 
lity and inconftancy in wy 


It is ſaid of Chriſt, a ſeed ſhall ſerve him; which he 


will make willing ſo to do in the day of his power. 
Pf. xxii. cx; This was his gracious purpoſe. And 
hence it is that ſinners, anſwering to the character 


given them in the bible, children of wrath, haters of 
God, dry bones, &c. are quickened and made alive, - 
and are difpofed'to obey and delight in him. Theſe 
are the dead whom he declared ſhonid hear his voice 
and live; John. v. 25; But were they left to quicken 
themſelves; dead they muſt remain with the reſt of 
the world, becauſe there is no purpoſe and nd power 
equal ito this, but his own. Salvation and lifè muſt 


thea-be the fruit of the Lord's moſt gracious pur- 


Poſe; or to us circumſtanced as we are, it muſt for 


ever have remained impoſſible. But upon what con- 
dition of dur own performing are we born of the Spi- 


rit unto newneſs of life? Let him that hath cars to 
hear, hear. Wo are born not of the will of the fh, 
mor of "the will of man, but of God. Fur of bis bun 


7 


will begat he ur by the word of truth; John i. James i. 


It would be ridiculous and impious to aſk whether 
we ent affiftance towards our own production. But 
e may aſk, if there were no purpoſe and promiſe, 
which inſured our ſpiritual birth when we were dead 
ia fin, how came we into ſuch « ſtate? And if the 
e er mera; were requiſite for ſuch a 

ife; how were the dead to attzin to them? It were 


certaidly 'unattainable and impoſſible ; and there 
could be no kingdom of heuven for any one of us. 
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that the pro 


miſe might be ſure do all the Ned- Now we bretlitem "as 
Vas who's ts chilren of realiſt Rom br; Gul ir. ® 
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might be by grace; to the end 


We 
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We. allow, notwithſtanding; it. ic every mans 
duty to be found i in che diligent uſe of the means af 

K. 4 ace, which it is in his power to obey. But who- 

— all beat and live, while all have no inclination or 

"a diſpoſition for ſuch a ſtate and no knowle e of ; 3 
muſt be leſt to the Lord; who worketh all — 

. ter the counſel of his own will, and calleth — 

d ing to the purpoſe of hie own grace. Eph. i 11. 

. m. viii. 29.“ 

The advocates for conditions ſalvation, may in 
deed mean their doctrine to operate as a motive and: 
ſpur to duty, with finners, as they ſay, born with light 
and grace. But with ſuch ſinners as the bible deſ- 

6 2 — under the diſadvantage of accumulated guilt, 
2 and indeſeribable weakneſs, it is awinvincible bar to- 
11 + falyation. It is calculated to ſhut up every, awaken- 

dd foul under deſpair, who feels himſelf unequal to- 
Conditions ſufficient to give him hope and peace 1 
and to lead him not to Chriſt the end of the hw 
righteonſneſs and life, but to Moſes the giver of the- 
law, for the A of his burden and ſorrow-w. 
The fame obſcrration applies to the e of 
holipeſs without allowing the gracious purpoſe of God: 
far, without ſuch a purpoſe of holineſs in him, where 
was ſuch a frame of heart to come from, or how to- 
be effected Q lt is therefore no marvel that our being 


holy as well 2 is reſolved into hĩs ae 


 o[ andchoige, according tehisfereknowledge, 
viii. 1 Peter. and this ĩs that perculiar 

and fitneſs for heaven God's election alone fegures.-. | 
Thus the ſalvation of . ſinner appears to be the 

fruit of the graci rpoſe and counſel of God, in 

a manner which SITES all conditions on our parts 

nn of free grace and mercy towards u 
* Should any 


and contemptuouſly aſk "how 

4 8 5 — an de can 

| than a tyrant ? as fome have wh, { Way. 
18. *. 38 J | 
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reſted for a reply to Rom. 
hit hep would el ek. 
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hen we were eftranged from him and enemies ty- 
him; having provided the means for pardoning and: 
quickening us to love and ſerve him in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and made them effectual to theſe ends by the Holy 
Spirit of his promiſe, 2 Theſſ. ii. 13, 14. Eph. 
ii. 4 5- * > 5-2 im. . é p 
But to this ſtatement of the ſubject it will pro- 
'bably be objected, . That all have not, in this Ways. 
an equal chance of falvation.” We have already 


ſeen that if ſalvation. were a mere matter of chance, 
or contingency, depending upon our choice and 


» || lcaſure, it could. not happen to any, . becauſe none 


W 


a 
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_ will [ ſprinkle clean water upon you, and you ſhall be clean. Ifh. xl. 


* 


lt ſhould be obſerved; that the term conditional here uſed, only 
means ſomething to be perſormed by the ſinner in order to his juſti- 
fication, pardon, life, &c. And in this ſenſe alone it is rej and 
reprobated ; becauſe it is certain that God forgives for Chriſt's fake 
alone, and that we ſinners have redemption purely thry” his blood. 
That we mutt; however, repgat and believe the Goſpel, which con- 
tains this intelligence, and walk humbly and obedicatly with the 
Lord, to be able to rejoice in his ſalvation, is certain, and is undoubt- 


edly the way in which his mercy tak es effect, and his people: ie ſaved 


to the end. But it may be worth while to obſerve, how his abſolute 
or unconditional, covenant promiſes ſecure to his people this very frame 
of heart &. and how the obedience and: comfort of conditional pro- 


miſes, for them who truly know and fear him, praccable 
and ſure through His gracious purpoſe in: Chriſt and his obe- 
Lienee to death in their behalt. | 7 


Thus, Rom. x. And r come to paſa, that whoſgevor ſhall 
call upon the name of the Lord . i 
they thall call upon the name of the 'Lord,. and T 


vl . it is my people, and they ſhall fay the Lord is my Go. 


i. If ye be willing and obedient ye ſhall, c. and whoſoever 


will, let him come. Phil. ii. It is God that worketh in you both to 


will and to do- Ma. lv. Seek the Lord, &c. ix. And there ſhall be 
a root of ſeſſe, (Chrift) to itſhall the Gentiles ſeek ; and I will zive 
chem a heart to know me. 80 alſo Iſa. i. and Jer. iv. 14. Waſh 
"you, c. O Jeruſalem, waſh. thine heart, &c. Exek. xxxvi.. Then 


They that wait upon the Lord (hall renew their ftrength. Be ftrony 
in the Lord, Ifa li. 5. And the ifles (the Gentiles) ſhall wait upom 
me. | Pſalm. He will blefs chem that fear the Lord. Jer. xaxii. 


And 1 will give them one heart to fear me. 


ay be found from which it ea apps that tations from che 
w laſt, is wholly and entirely of the Lord's purpoſe and grace. 
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are diſpoſed by nature to ſeek or value it, he- 
ing | altogether ignorant of it. This objection, 
therefore, ſcarcely needs any thing more to obyiate 
it than this ſelf evident truth. If, however, the 
objectors mean that this method of ſalvation does 
not allow all to hope for it indiſcriminately : We 
"reply, does the ſcripture allow any man to hope ſor 
it while he is living in the careleſs ueglect of it? Or 
do the Seriptures any where ſay that it will be de- 
nied to any one that, from a conviction of his need 
and of its value, diligently enquires after it, and is 
anxiouſſy ſolieitous to obtain it? The method here 
poſed allows it to be free, quite free for all ſueh: 
And can any method, cenſiſtent with the Oracles of 
Truth, allow more? Every man that ſeeks it has 
more than a chance for it, he ſhall ſurely find; and 
every one that loſes it, ſeeks and has that which he 
values above it, and can blame nothing but his own 
_ wicked, perverſe mind. Election he cannot blame, 


becauſe he does not know. it and will not believe it. | 


-And fiance he knows not that he is not choſen to life, 
aud does, or may know that he is called; it were 
impoſſible he could prove his chance of life is not equal 
to that of all. But it is 20% objected, that this 
way of ſalvation, by the gragiqus purpoſe and work 
of God; makes us no better than mere machitics, 
[Father enemies to God by a wicked mind, which is 
worſe ] and ſuperſedes the uſe of our reaſoning pow-1, 
ers in the concern of our ſalvation. And. is not the 


— 


a 


I would allow no more of inclination to goodneſs.to human na 
ture, Han I would to the Devil. We are ſaid to be his children by. 
mature, and he is our father; and the reſemblance in pride, malice, 
and hatred of Cod, is too obvious to be concealed. Like him, » 
have not only nothing truly good, but every thing oppoſite to good. 
chat has not known and felt this, knows nothing in religion that will do 
| kim a jot of ſervice.. It is nothing but the temper. of that wicked 


dene, by which the righteouſneſs. of Chriſt and the will of God are 


rejected and dilliked, inthe meaſure in which bogh are urged upop us. 
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whole aniverſe as; one great 1 3 
agement. and diſpoſal of the great Creator, for his 
leaſure and glory? Rev. iv, 1. And are not we is 
Lis hands as clay in the hands of the potter? And 
. | who but a rebel would object to this right over us Þ 
But if he gives us up to our own will, and let us: 
follow our own deſires, without reſtraining our oper - 
as tions, as we would a machiee at our power, have 
we any reaſog to be proud of ſuch a ſtate of liberty? 
or will any mas id his ſober ſenſes contend for it, 
a9 @ privilege and right, who kaows the ſinful bs 
of his on mind and heart? 1s it dot much better to 
be (wharſome repreſent ns ) a machſne inthe hands of 
f a gracious God, than to be at the diſpoſal of our fin- 
26 ful ſelved > It may however be alledged, to thoſe who: 
8 prefer the latter to iche former of theſe, that our 
1 rational powers will be of little ſervice in the con- 
n cern of ſecuring our ſalvation, whilſt, they are alb - 
© entombed in 1gnorance, and under the perfect do- 
t. I. minion and controul ef Satan, ſenſe and ſin. Sal- 
, ration however is an object nat of ſenſe but of faith. 
re And the powers of the mind being wholly fwallowed 
l up in the love and enjoyment of fle ſhly things, ar 
nis || morally incapacitated. and indiſpoſed to; diſeera r 
rk reliſh. the loving Kindneſs and 13 of the Lord, 
es, 1 Cor. ii. 10.—14. But no ſooner are we enligh- 
is I tened and quickened by his Word and Spitit, but 
w-i, cheſe fallen powers emerge from the bondage: * 
darkneſs, ſenſe and fin, and begin te operate ac- 
carding to their original uſe and deſigo. We fees 
we delire, we feel, we act. after a new and ſpiritual! 
manner, in relation to.{piritua! objets: And being 
under the direction and influence of the Word and: 
Spirit of Chriſt, our rational powers become as uſe- 
ful; in ſpiritual and heavenly concerns as een 
found to be in thoſe of our bod 
They le come indeed the very inſtruments by which, 
_ c. of the ien add: 
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for” bis peace, joy, ſafety, and: uſefulnem. Our 
| reaſoning faculties, eren with all the light and grace 
"they are ſuppoſed by ſome to poſſeſs, were never 
yet ſufficient to find out God or his ſalvation (t Cor: 


I. 21.) being the willing captives of Sztan-and'corrup- 


tion, till Chriſt opens our eyes and turns us from 
darkneſs ts light; and from Satan unto God. Ads 
Xxvi. 18. Then as ſays the ſeripture, ve are made 
light in the Lord.» And then we become juſt as 
much machines in the ſervice of Chriſt as we were ih 
that of Satan. For now Chriſt works in us mightily 
by influeneing all the powers of our ſouls to Sede 


Him, as really as the Prince of the Power of the Air 


wrought i in us to obey him. Phil. ii. 12. Eph. H. 2. 


Add When the grace of Chriſt, or the effectual 


| Knowledge of him, thys gives a decided bias to che 


mind, it ads freely and ſwoertly in his ſervice, and 
all its powers harmoniouſly agree to follow his will 


© _ and ſeek his glory, fo far as they are under the in- 


flueuce of that grace. But to call in reaſon to our, 


help 10\.enquiring after the Lord, whilft it is the 


BA ace of fleſh and fir, is like ſeeking relief from the 


Und and the lame, the bound and the dead. When, 
u ever, the Lord has called us out of darkneſs into 
nis martellous light, our reaſoning faculties become 
tte ſeat of this advantage; ad their very operations, 
under its influenee, will tend to conbince us, that 


this 6bjeQtior to the doctriae of ſulvation by the ſreo 
and ſovertꝭgu grace of Goc can only be propoſed 


in earneſt by ſuch as err, get knowing denen 
9 vor the ſcriptures, nor che po ower of God. 

5 Jay. It ĩs objected that in n have not aver 
-  #biliryoof ſalvation, which! 1 of ſalvation $0 * 
allitiis N lad, the death of 'Ohiiſt was deſigned to p 

- baſe fad precure. It would be a hort rey to this 
objection, to aſk, where is / the man that dare ſay or 
e prove upon theſe Calviniſtio principles, that there 
* no ä of e 16/kim?.. * kiew 
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from) the beginning, who ſhould believe on him, yet 
he ſpoke and acted toward the ſons of men at large, 
as if he had been ignorant of this. This conduct he 
certainly meant as a pattern for his apoſtles. and us. 
And we have no other to follow; becauſe it were 
iqmpoſſible we ſhould / be able to diſeriminate the ob- 
jects of his foreknowledge and choice, whilſt they 
are ſtrangers to his grace, and dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins. Salvation is more than poſſible; to every 
one that ſeeks, it is ſure. And were I a convinced 
- finner, fearing the revealed and deſerved wrath of 
God, would the doctrine that my ſalvation was only 
poſſible, yield me the relief and ſatisfaction my caſe 
required? If therefore we could prove that ſalvation 
was poſſible to all and every one, in the ſenſe our - 
opponents mean, without being able to prove it is 
ſure to any or to ſome, of what uſe would it be? It 
a is poſſible and ſure to every one that is willing to re- 
| ceive it, as it ĩs proclaimed to the guilty and the pe- 
riſhing: and no one can ſay, with truth, it was not 
. Propoſedtoand deſigned for him. And furely any one 
that periſhes by his- fins without it, cannot tax that 
foreknowledge of God with his death, which. he 
could not ænow. Nor can that foreknowledge; un- 
known or unbelieved, influence one ſinner in his 
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E rejecting or lighting or receiving the goſpel ſalva- 
b tion. i is more than poſſible, it'ts infallibly certain, 
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Alt is in vain, though it is uſual, for our opponents to argue againſt _ 
us on this ſubject, as if every unconverted ſinner knew the purpoſe of 
, God reſpecting himſelf; and as if his knowledge thereof was the 
ground of his judgment concerning himſelf, aud the motive of his | 
L. conduct, and would ſupply him with arguments for its vindicatiog ' 
0 it the laſt day. Wherens, it is impoſlible for any one to be more 
. acquainted with the purpoſe of God in relation to himſelf. than what 
his word makes known« 1 Theſ. i. 4, 6. Deut, Xv. 29. This 
calls to the way of life; and urges to embrace it upon the.ground of - 
or i his willingneſs to ſave all who apply ; which the awakened finnet and 
Te i humble ſecker is prone to diſpute. We know, however, it is his pur» - 
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chat if ve neglet᷑t this ſalvation we. fhall de. I is 
alſo equallySecrtain; that if we ſeek it we ſhall live. 
Of what ſervicethen cah the doctrine of a poſſible ſal- 
vation at all be to finners ſo cireumſtanced? But 
further, we dre nd Where taught in the ſcriptures 
that all ſhall be ſaved; but rather that ſome ſhall, ' 
aud that many will, and ſhall periſh, in and fod their 
fin. ' Every attempt, therefore, to prove that all 
Rave a poſſibĩlity of ſalvation, is an attempt ts prove 
that their is @ poſſibility of the ſcriptures bein 
falſe. For if they teach all vill not be ſaved, as matter 
faith ſhews; the poſſibility of the contrary would in- 
 yolee in it the certainty of their bemyg untrue or in 
3 the poſſibility of all being ſaved, and 
poſſibiltty of the word of God beiug falſe, muſt 
| go tugrtr All endeavours then to Saab this 
urite-poſition, virtually tende to overthrow the 
truth of "be word of God: But if every man 
have the offer of ſalvation, to whom the goſ 
comes; where is he that can ſay, with juſtice, his 
falvation'is- not poſſible? . If this be admitted, the 
doctrine of à poſſible ſaleation to every man, as 4 
reaſon that every man might be ſaved if he would, 
juſt as idic and uſeleſs in it is  unſoriptural. | 90 
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6 op —— "tut every one who beer n 
li be ſaved, though he himſelf muſt work that faith. * But if any * 
man could be found who alledges the decree of God againſt him, as a 22 4 
reaſon why he ſhould reject or diſregard thæ offer of ſalvation, v de are 
only need call upon him' to prove it. This it were impoſſible for him tify mi 
to do, becauſe all are called to repent and believe, and none refuſed livered 
that apply. The reaſoning; therefore, of ohr opponents to. ſhow, iv. Fe 
from the Calvinian belief, the miſerably fated' end of ſome, as an ex · Adds x 
ruſe for their ſin and negligence, of a reaſon for deſpair with others, which 
Iv founded upon falſe premiſes: premiſes-whiich cannot he. provers which 
and ought not to be admitted: and, what 4s. worthy of obſervation, dence 

iſes which were never found to have this influence in the caſes Hamel 
De e eee. Imo this error, however, the bore ot 
le Mr. Welley has fallen more than once, 3 e us fron 
8 See 20th Vol. of his works... OT I ever ar 
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he Tame reaſoning applies to the death of Chrift 
for the ſalvation 7 tt in the Arminian ſenſe of that 
word. For, if it could be proved that Chrift' died 
for the eternal falratibn of every ane of the race of 
Adam, tbea it would follow; that there could be no de- 
p̃endante upon his death for our ſalvation; ſeeing that 
thouſands, notwithſtanding his dying for them, 
periſh for ever. Condemnation is the certain conſe- 
quence of unrepented ſin; and if eternal life be 
got the certain conſequence of the death of Chriſt, 
to thoſe who truly repeat and believe, the remedy is 
not equal to the 'difeaſe. His death would indeed 
leave us where it found us, ander the power of Satan, 
and aſleep, and dead in fin, or elſe in deſpair; being 
mlufficient to effect what our cafe required. But if b 
his death paid the price for our ſin, as the Holy 
Ghoſt ſo frequently witneſſeth, 1 Cor. xv.-3. the fin- 
ners, for whom that price was paid, muſt be made 
tee t otherwiſe there would be no truth in bis word, 
and no certain dependance on his death.“ Neither 
of theſe will be allowed. Then why ſhould it got 
be granted, that all who were given him by his Fa- 
ther to redeem, he will ſurely raiſe up at the lat 
day? John vi. 39, 40.—x. 15, 29. The ſcriptures 
evidently and nniformly reftrain the ſaving benefits 
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He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, &c. and with his ſtripes 
ve are healed. By the knowledge (or belief) of him, he ſhall juf< 
tify many; for he ſhall bear their iniquities, I ſa. liti. Who was de- 
Rrered for our offences, and raiſed again for our juſtification, Rom. 
iv. For by him all that believe are juſtified from all things, &c. 
Acts xiii. And that believing through-the Spirit (1 Thel. i. 5.) by 
which we are humbled before God, and have peace with him, by 
which alfd we rejoice in, and love and obey him is certainly the evi- 
dence to us of what is otherwiſe unſeen, (Heb. 21. Rem. v. 1, 2.) 
namely, that he whom we have thus Feen taught to know ard love, 
bore our fin; which was imputed to him, and in this way hath freed 
us from wrath, John viii. 32. To him be glory and dominion for - 
ever and ever. | 5 e 
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and efftecacy of his death to them who believe. God | * 
ſo loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, e 
chat whoſoever, whether Je or Gentile, delieveth 
in him ſhould not periſh.:, for he gave himſelf a propi- 
tiation for the fins of the whole world (for ſinners/of 
every name, nation, tongue, and language) that 
the world through him might be ſaved: that the | a 
remedy might extend as far as the diſeaſe, including * 
all deſcriptions of men. A 
Hence we have the ſaving docs of his 2 ſe 
iQ this ſenſe: of the words, upon. record. Rev- xiv. 4+ | H 
| vil. 9. But he gave himſelf for us that be might de- ſ 
lirer us from this preſent: evil world, &c. He gave 
himſelf, for his ſheep. that they might never perimh, | n 
K. He loved the church and gave himſelf for it, 
that he might waſh, ſanctifiy, and cleanſe. it; that he 
might preſent. it to himſelf, a glorious church with- 
out ſpot. He bare our ſin in his own body on the 
tree, chat we being made dead to ſin might live uoto 
| 1 Peter ii. 2. Eph. v. 26. As theſe were the 
determined objects and ends of his death, which he 
only could effect; he certainly gave 3 and ſatiĩa- 
faction thereby for all who are made willing to be 
ſaved by him from fin and the world, in a way of 
-holineſs and felf- denial; and he did this to ſave 
them for ever. And, if the declared deſign and 
end of his death are efficatious in no other caſes but 
theſe, the boaſt of his dying to obtain a poſſible 
ſal vation for every individual of the race of Adam, is 
of no aſe ; and only amounts to this, That be may 
give his life for us and we be none the better for it. 
A doctrine formed to torment a poor, convicted, 
trembling finner, and not very likely to be of char 
to a blind ſecure. one. 
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2 Whoſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's eleQ ? Iti is Chrift 
that died, and thus has made them free. Whe (hall ſeparate us from 
% Rom. vii. W. 

'We 
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muſt follow. that all ay be loſt for ever, and 200 
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We may, indeed, be certain that he- meant the - 
objects of his death to know and'taſte his love in 
giving himſelf for them; that they might be able to 
scknowledge and praiſe ("OB for it for ever; and that 
tis purpoſe cannot” poſſibly be fruſtrate, - becauſe 
the truth of his word, and the-glory of his perfection 
are materially concerned therein. No man, how-- 
ever, can prove that the Saviour did not die for him; 
and every man that highly values, and is diligently 
ſeeking his ſalvation, as his chief portion and Joy, 
has good evidence that he loved him and gave him- 
ſelf for him.“ But if it could be proved that be died 
for the ſalvation of thoſe Who periſh'by'their fin, it 
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This MP in the mouth of 2 Mettiodit is of little Aye, ber 
cauſe be believes he may periſh notwithſtanding; but with the fen- 
timents of a true Calviniſt,. ger proof of it is worth more than a thou - 
ſand worlds. It is worthy of obſervation however, that'w hen a fine 
ner, even among Methodiſts, themſelves, is truly convinced of his 
guilt,' aud condemnation thereby, he is chiefly concerned to know 
whether Chriſt died for him; and ean only de relieved, ſatisfied and 


. comforted by the belief tense which is often, however, — 4 


matter of doubt ſor ſome time. But if Chriſt died, or atoned for 1 
guilt of every child of Adam, as the Methodiſts maintain, how coul 
fuch a doubtfyl difficulty eziſt in ſuch a perſon's Eaſe? becauſe, 1 
they allow he ſuffered for every one, they muſt of coutſe believe he 
ſuffered for them. . A certain eminent character is ſaid to have re- 
reated on his death-bed the following lines: | | 
„I the chief of fioners am, 
| 4 « Jeſus died for me.” 
Aud if he did ſo for all who are-loit, as this W profeſſed 0 to 
lieve, what ſecurity of ſtate or peace of conſcience could attach to 
cha leutiment ? it is inconceivable. Butif we ſay with the ſcrip= 


tures, that he by his death made reconciliation for iniquity and pur ed 
fin, that cue might be made dead to fins delivered from condemnatiom 
aud maile the A keen a of God; his death becomes a ſuhject of 


uoſpeskable conſolation to the awakened ſoul, whom it chiefly con- 


cerns, in the degree in which he is enabled to believe it; for then he 


obtains the remedy he Wants, and amr a: f wid the swaer. 
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there can thefefore: be no attainable: ſecurity for one 
foul > Then every throughly awakened ſinner muft 
of ſcourſe live and die in deſpair. The Calvinian 
doctrine bas therefore, in this view, the advantage 
of the Arminian, and this objection brought againſt 


it, has no weight. It is further objected to this 


way of believing. | 
4cbhly, That it renders ufeleſs and unneceſfary all 
the. means of grace, and leads to this concluſion, 
That if we be not choſen to life, do what we will 
it avails nothing, and that if we be, we ſhall be. ſaved 
live as we will““ It may be a ſufficient anſwer to 
theſe ſeeming objections oply to ſay, that neither of 


"theſe uſes, or rather abuſes of the doctrine in queſ- 


Ltioffis often to be met with; and ſo little does either 
of them belong to it, that it is never to be found 


with chat ſpiritual reception of it far which we con- 


tend? Nor can it indeed be proved that the doftriue 
itſelf leads to ſuch conſequences. But may we not 
reply on the other hand, that if we have it in our 


power by the grace with which we were born, to 


repent and turn to God when we like; may we not 
do this without the uſe of the means as well as with 
them ? Who however, that take the ſcriptures for 
their guide, could fit down contentedly with ſuch idle 
reaſoning z and hope for ſalvation- and life in a way; 
fo directly contrary to the whole Word of God? But 
if che advocates for innate light and grace, fay it is 
needful to uſe the means as the way to expect and 
hope for the bleſſing : We believe the ſame; and 
our principles as much forbid us to look for the one, 
wit} out he other as theirs. (Heb.iii. 14 —vi, 11,12.) 
And they way ſurely obſerve as much diligence in 


Calviniſis as in Arminians; though the former may. 


Fee iti proper and needful to truſt more to the al- 
mighty influcace of the Spirit for {ucgeſs than the 
latter; aud be more willing, upon their own prin- 
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eiples, to wait the Lord's time, for the promiſed and 


purpoſed bleſſing. It is, alſo, a ſtanding rule and 
fixed ſentiment with us, that the end and the means 
are ordained together, for the benefit of the foul; 4s 
well as for that of the body. (Acts xxvii. 24. 31.) 
And we ſhould no more expeQ to receive a cure, in 
caſe of fickneſs, without the uſe of ſuitable means, 

(although we believe with the ſcriptures, there is aft 
appointed time to man upon earth, Job vii. 1: xiv. 
14.) than we ſhould to obtain «benefit to our ſou's. 
without the ſame, when ſuch means were in our 
power. We believe the promiſe of perſeverance, & 
is made to diligence, and through the Tupply of 
the Spirit, produces the ſame: Though the un- 
godly. inner has no ſenſe of this, and no inclination. 
ta regard it. And diligence in prayer, watchful- 


neſs, & c. we ſuppoſe is juſt as oppolite to the fleſſi ĩd 


one that believes in God's election, as in one that 
denies it. But in reality we are more encouraged to 
uſe the means of grace upon our principles than they 
are upon theirs: Becauſe we believe the bleſſiogs in 
this way are infallibly ſure upon the ground of the 
unchanging covenant in Chriſt, and eternal love and 
veracity of God. (Heb. viii. g—12. Iitus i. 2.) 
Whereas, with them, as it depends altogether upon 
their uncertain feelings, and imperſect dainpoywhe- 
ther they ſhall perſevere or not, they cannot, with 
confiftency, hope with aſſarauce ti] the» hour of 
death,” when their work is done, and the caufe of 
Taviſh ſear is no more.“ The knowledpe-of-the ever- 
pes ry C 3: 3232 
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It is a well known ſentiment of Methodiſm (See 20th vo! before 
referred to) that no one can be certain he ſavingiy believes tiil he has 
held out to the end. Not to ſay what a diſcouraging and confurtiels: 
doctrine this is to a man, who hgs no concern like that of makin? luis. 
calling and election ſatisfactorily ſure ; it is met impoſſible to! nett 
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Taſting love of Jeſus, and of his never-failing promifes;. 
is with us a ſweet ſtimulus to wait upon him, and to 
wait for him, which Arminian principles can nei- 


ther inſpire or admit. But we further believe that 
God hath as much choſen us to be holy as to be hap- 
py; (Eph. «©. 4.) but we allow, that the grace 
whic' ſecures. to us the latter, upon unchanging 


promiſes, gives us an. aſſuracce and pledge of the 
ſame, in the gift of his Holy Spirit, to work in us. 
| the. former. Now he who hath wrought us for the 
ſelf ſame thing is God; who alſo hath given us the- 
earneſt of the Spirit. (2 Cor. v 
ve properly believe that the Lord hatli / dĩſtinguiſſied 
us, hell- deſerving ſinners, with ſuch furprizing grace 
as to be ſuffered to hope in him for eternal life, 
without defiring to pleaſe and glorify him as long as 
we live? (Pf. cxviii. 28. 2 Cor. iv. 9.) This is in - 
deed the nature and tendency of that faith we receive · 
by the Holy Spirit of promiſe, the precious gift of- 
the covenant of grace. But if any, who profeſs the- 
doctrines of grace, denominated Calviniſtic, abuſe 
or prevert them to bad ends, there may perhaps be 
found as many. whq err as fatally and ſhamefully- 
with the contrary principles: For, we ſuppoſe: 
no doarine, without the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
vill be found ſufficient. to counteract che ſinſul pro- 
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how much it is the opinion of the moſt ignorant and abandoned. But 
the reader, who may recollect the decree of the Council of Trent, 
<«® Whoever ſpall affirm that be ſpall bave the gift of perſeverance to the 

and, let bim be accurſed, will hardly need reminding what a coinci- 
gence there is between the. Church of Rome and. Mechodiſm. Nor 
z thisthe only particular in which their relation is recognized; ſor they 
perſectiy agree in many more. See Hiſt. Cal. page 88. It is not, 

however, I am perſuaded, the ſentiment of all who call themſelves 
Methodiſts, but it is certainly that of, a. great majority; and no won 


= when it ſe frequently occun in the works of their ſpiritual 
et. | 
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5.) And how can 


. 
ftenſitiee of vature, or to produce purity of heart 
or life. Ia a word, we maiutain, in perfect cou- 
ſiſtency with the æckuowledgment of the gracious- 


- Purpoſes of God, that by preſevering only, by the 


power of God, we ſhall finally obtain. But ſo. far 
does our belief of the electing love of God*1n Chriſt, 
operate to relax our: dilipence- or to Induce negli - 

gence, that it renders a. comphance with his com- 

mand, to this end, more pbeaſant. We ſtrive to en · 

ter in at the ſtrait gate; with a comfortable aſſurance 

of being able ſv to do, from the conſideration, that 
the Spirit, who thus inclines us, is the gift of bis 
everlaſting love, and the fruit of bis- gracious un- 
changing promiſe in our behalf. Col. i. 29. Jer. 
xxxii 40 And the ſenſrble conſolation and ſupport. 
we often obtain, in the uſe of the means, is as great 
an inducement for us to be diligent as it is with Armi- 
nians: while we are juſt as capable,of fearing coming 
ſhort in a fit of !agguor, negligence, and unwatch- 
ſulneſs as they: becauſe we believe our evidence of 


being God's elected children, always correſponds 


with our conformity to his will, our delight in his- 


ways, and our coneern to glorify him. 2:Pet. i. 0. 


Hi. 14: All this our principles allow, and their in- 
fluence, inſpires; ſo that the objection here brought 

ainſt them is devoid of truth and pregnant with error. 

A tb objection is, that our way of believing. 
makes the Lord appear partial and unjuſt, if not 
eruel. But why may he not be allowed to act in. 
the kingdom of grace as he does in the kingdom 
of providence and nature? In the latter, we know 


\ he diſpenſes his favours as he pleaſes: and whilſt: he 


appoints to ſome little but fſickreſs, pain, poverty, 
miſery, & c. he diſtributes to others the reverſe of 
theſe, who are juſt as little deſerving of his favours 
as they. This ſeeming partiality is alſo extended to- 


the brute ereation. For into what can the wide dif- 


fſerence 


_— 
ference between ſome domeſticr animals, pampered 


and nurfed in tlie {ap of indulgenee, and others con- 


ſigned to little but ill uſager hard labour, ſavage 


treatment, &c. be ultimately reſolved, but into the 


Lord's ſovereign diſpoſal of his own creatures? 


This inequality may; indeed, in mauy caſes, be oc- 
ealioned by the wickeaneſ/s of men, who mult givan 


account. But he who permits it to take place, and 


who could otherwife order it if he choſe, is the all- 
wiſe ad all righteous God; whoſe. tender mercies; 
notwathftanding, are over all his works. If, how- 
ever, we allow him in the one caſe, thus to diſpenſe 
or withhold his bounties according to his own righ- 
teous will ;* why ſhould he be taxed with unjuſt and 
eruel partiality, when repreſented as purſuing the 


ſame line of conduct io the other? The Moſt High 


_ 


meaſure of lavmg grace. For in the former, his goodneſs is only de- 


has reaſons for his dealings with all. his creatures, 
both in the kingdom of nature and grace, which it 
were impoſhble ' we ſnould be able to diſcover, to 
underftand, or to reconcile with our views of things, 
in this imperfect ſtate of exiſtence. - And we gte 
ſurely much more in character. when we give him- 
credit for the righteouſneſs of his ways, which ex- 
eeed our comptebenſion, than when we ſeem to ar- 
raign him at the bar of our ſhallow reaſon, or. oblige. 


bim io act according to our judgment, in order to 
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* Some unſkilſul quoters of Scripture, are often ſanctioning and 
recommending ite erroneous aſſertions, by ſaylug, The Lord is lo- 
ing to every man, aid a meature of grace 1s given to every. man to 
profit withals But there ave no ſuch texts in the Word of God.. It 
is ſaid, indeed, the Lord is good to all, and the mauitellation of the, 
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. Hut each of theſe. 
Scriptures are widely different from what they ate uſualiy quo. ed to. 
confirm, viz. taat Cod loves every man alike, and has given them a. 


clared to all his creatures, and in the latter, that the miraculous gift. 
at the Spirit were for che edification of the Church, Pfalm exlv. 


| 1. Cor. Xl. t / 7 Fe * 


pronounce. 
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pronounce him jut or merciful. Moreover, we 
now that the Lord has made ſome of his creatures - 
for ſeemingly no other purpoſe than to be taken 
and deſtroyed, on account of their noxious and hurt - 
ful qualities. This the apoſtle Peter heſitates not to- 
appiy to ſome defcriptions of ſiuners. 2 Pet. ii. 1 2. 
rov. xvi. 4. And as we muſt aliow it is grace that 
makes us who are believers, to differ from them, we 
are taught, at leaſt, to be in filent ſubmiſſion to his 
good pleaſure. Pf. xlvi. ro. Or inſtead af fading 
þ ult with his ways, as if unjuſt and partial, ſhould 
| humbly and thank fully admire the riches of his 
goodneſs in our favour; when by nature we are cor- 
rupt as they.“ la fine; let us turn our eyes any - 
where, we cannot help being ſtruck with an appa- 
rent unequal diſtribution of the gifts of providence : 
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and amit be expected that a different ſcene ſhould 
W | — — — 
: * If many people were only as anxiouſly ſolicitous to eſcape the juſ- 


] ice of God, in their own guilty caſes, as they are to have it vindi- 
cated in that of others, it wou!d probably be far better for them th 
ry | it is. It is indeed ſurprifing to hear humble, experienced chriſtians 
] objeQtingto any truth of religion, merely becauſe it ſeems to embars 
i raſs them in clearing up the juſtice and mercy. of Cod to their Tatisfac- 
N tion, by their own rule of judging: while they cannot tells us how he 
tan be juſt or merciful in granting life and eaſe to one infant, and 
* | affliting another, equally innoceat, with: pain and death, to'puniſh 
| | with ſuch awful ſeverity his own guiltleſs Son, for the fin of rebels, 
. | or to viſit the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, or to leave the 
L: | Jewiſh:nation under unbelief. When perſons affecting to be more 
TY | merciful than God, and juſt as wife as he, can folve theſe, and many 
d; more difficulties, they may feel a greater right to demaad a ſatisfactory 
. | vindication. of divine juſtice and goodneſs in every caſe propoſed to 
©, | their acceptance and ſubmiſiion. . | 
© | © I apprehend it does not concern us to find out be the Lord can be 
0+ | juſtinall his ways, which are as much above ours as the heavens ate 
3; | above the earth. It certainly is quite ſufficient to know that he can 
Ide perſectl; juſt in puniſhing every one who lives and dies in the 
t | negledt of his falration, while' he believes and profefies he can de. 
* | otherwiſe if he choſe; which is, in general, the caſe with all un« 
kelicye:t whether Jews or Centiles, John ix. 41. . 
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meet our enquiries in the diſpenſations of grace? 


He acts as a ſovereign in both, and giveth no account. 
of bis wavs, which the proud can reliſh, or the 
humble diſapprove. But with whar juſtice can we 
ſinners ebmplain of a method of grace, as partial 
and eruel. Which allows and avows that no one that 
wants and ſeeks ſpiritual blefſings, ever was or ever 


ſhall be turned away without them?. Can any ſub- : 
jet deftre more in the: government of a nation or 


af a world? He choſe, however, the ſeed of 
Abraham at firſt, in preference to any other nation, 


called them his peop'e, add greatly diſtinguiſhed / 


them from the reſt of mankind by eſpecial favours. 


He has a ſo choſen the ſpiritual ſeed of Chrift as typi- 
Sed thereby; and he is no more partial in the one cafe 


than in the other, Iſa lin. 10. PC. xxii. 30. Deut. 


Ai. 6—8. And if the Sovereiga of the univerſe is 
Pleaſed to have mercy on an innumerab'e multitude of 


. rebellious, condemned creatures x to open their eyes, 


and to work in them, according to the counſels of his 


moſt gracious will, a miod and heart to take up the 
eroſs and follow Chrift, as the declared way of the 


Kingdom; (Eph. i. 9. Rom. ix 15.) has he not 


an undiſputable right, in this manner, to illuſtrate 
the riches of his grace, without being taxed with un. 


ju partial ity, by thoſe who may defpiſe this bleſ: . 


ſedneſs fer the pleaſures and profits of a vain world ? 

And if finners have what they prefer, and ſeek. fory , 
before. the frreddihi and loving -kindneſs of the 
Lord, they ſurely 8 their own choice, and ca 


have no juſt cauſe to blame him for not giving them 


what they do not fo much as defire and regard; or 
what, in fact, we all, in a ſtate of nature, negle& 
and deſpiſe. He, however, who was pleaſed to paſs 
by fallen angels, to have mercy upon fallen men, ac- 
cording to his gracious purpoſes, can doubtleſs juſ- 


=y his 9 ia the one caſe, as well my 
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the other, whenever he is called upon for it; with- 
out. incurring the impious imputation of cruel parti- 
ality for ſa doing. And, after all the objections to 
this mode of the divine procedure, in the behalf of 
guilty- millions of our race, at the end of time, as, 
well as to- morrow or to-day, a certain number will 
be ſaved and a certain number loſt; for all we know: - 
will not be in heaven. But will not that number . 
ſaved aſcribe all their ſalvation entirely, and ſolely to 
the Lord's grace, which diftinguiſhed, them from the 
reſt of mankind, and made them victorious over all 
7 © difficulties, oppoſitions, &c? Neither Arminians 
any more than Calviniſts can deny it, without con- 
tradicting the plaineft feriptures. See Heb. ii. 
Rev. i. Y, 6.—vii. 9, 10. Muſt not then theſe be 
called his elect, according to the foreknowledge of 
the Father? Mat. xxiv. 31. 1 Pet. i. 2. for Whom 
F the kingdom was prepared and ſo deſigned before the 
; foundation of the world? Mat. xxv. 34. Muſt they | 
„: fot be ſaid to have been redeemed from among men. 
Rev. xiv. 4. and kept by the power of God. i Pet. 
> i. 5. as well as waſhed in the blood of Chrift ? Rev. 
i. 5. It cannot with decency be diſpute]. But 
2 how can all this be admitted without allowing ſome- 
> thing like partiality in the Lord's conduct. And 
if the ways of Ged are not the fame toward all, 
dy the conſent of all, where is the unjuſt partiality 
„„in the doctrine of free grace as above Rated? The. 
e objection, on this ſcore, as much belongs to the Ar- 
y 
if 
Ny 
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minian as the Calvinian ſcheme of grace.“ Sinners, 
ä e however, 


— — 


„According to the Arminian opinion, a certain proportion of 
-every man's term of life is his time of ſalvation, which, if he outlive 


nnd they further ſay, his day of grace is then gone, and the Spirit has 
done ſtriving with him. New, we know that the Lord diſtributes 


is 

* 

0. without true repentance, his caſe from that day, becomes hopeleſs; 
Tm : 

he. 
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However, will have no juſt grounds of complairt | 


againſt the divine procedure, becauſe they neither 
' valued or ſought his choiceſt favours, though ſo of- 
ten warned of the end of their negligence, unbeitef, 
c. which negligetice, and not the divine purpoſe 


(that they neither knew or believed) they muſt 
blame as the cauſe of their condemnation and miſery. 


John iii. 19, 20, Heb. ii. 3. Let every ſinner then 

remember that he is perfectly welcome to the bleſ- 
fings of the goſpel, and ſhall never be denied them, 
if he be only willing to leave fin in the purſuit of 


them, or if he covet and deſire them in preference to 


ah. 
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an unequal meaſure of this gracious period to different perſons 3 be- 
cauſe ſome are evidently cut off in their fins at twenty or thirty. 
_ whillt ſome others are ſpared to fifty or ſixty, and repent and are 
faved. Thus, agreeably to their own language and conſent, one 
finner's day of grace is much longer than another's, without any 
ether aſſignable reaſon than the good plea ſure of God, &c. If how. 
eyer we named this his righteous conduct towards different perſons, 


after them, in regard to his diſcriminating grace, we muſt call it un-) 


juſt and cruel partiality. But we think we can uſe a much more 
decent and becoming term. His long ſuffering and forbearance, like 
the reſt of his benefits, are his own, to continue or withdraw when 
and where he pleaſeth. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 
The ſame obſervation and expoſtulation may apply to the ſeeming in- 
equality of his ways in reference to ofher appointments of his pro- 
vidence and grace. :Fot, whilſt one country or ſpot, may be receiy- 


ing and returning the benefits of a fertilizing ſhower, the inhabitants. 


of anothe» may be ſuffering and periſhing for want of it. See Luke 
iv. 25, 46. He may in like manner, paſs by ſome nations, towns, 
and villages to enrich others with his goſpel and with the bleſſings of 


eternal life thereby. Mat. iv. 12-316. He * be pleaſed to 


open the * of ſome, and leave others blind. Mat. xi. 25. And 
who dare ſay to him on account of theſe his ways, What doeſt thou? 
or, Wherefore doeſt thou ſo ? It is peculiar to the Lord of heaven and 
earth, to do whatſoever he pleaſeth, and yet always to do right. Whe. 
ther however, he is. juſt in this procedure, is an impious queſtion, and 
can only be propoſed by a haughty, rebellious mind. . 
I have read of a man who when exhorted to repent and believe on 2 
death-bed, replied it i too late, the day of grace is paſt; and died 
in deſpair, _ Was not this an Arminian Methodiſt ? 185 


every 


| 
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every thing elſe, John vi. 35 —44. verſe. 4o. A 
larger grant than this, no Arminiaa can give, and of 
this, Calviniſtic, cruel partiality (as it is termed by 


ſome) can boaſt, in happy harmony with the whole 


word of God. = 

A. 6th objeRion to this way of believing is, that; 
it makes a great number of ſcriptures appear in- 
conſiſtent with themſelves, and repreſents others as of 
no other uſe but to mock and tantalize us rather than 
to inſtruct and benefit us.“ But ſurely this conſe- 
quence does not appear and is not felt by all. For 
there are many who can reconcile moſt of the ſerip- 
tures alluded to, and feel little difficulty in ſo doing. 
And may not this ſeeming difficulty, in the way 
of what is called Calviniſtic believing,. be owing to 
the. imperfection of knowledge, or to the influ- 
ence of prejudice? Or is it ſuppoſable that we can 
adopt any method of explaining ſome texts of ſerip - 
ture. which can free them, to every one's apprehen-: 


ſion, from this imagined incumbrance? We may 


therefore obſerve, that if this objection have any 


weight, it makes juſt as much againſt the Arminian 
method of interpreting ſeriptures as ours. And are 
there no inſuperable difficulties attending the recon- 
ciling of the following texts of ſcripture, with the 
belick of man's free will and power to help and ſave 
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Iltis the practice of ſome teachers to repreſent and enforce doing. 
as the alone title to the promiſe of life. (See 20th vol. of Mr. Weſley's 

Works, page 10) But it is uſual with the Apoſtles to aſſign the poſ- 

ſeflion ot the promile as the pleaſant and effectual motive far doing, 
and to exhort thereto accordingly, Thus 2 Cor. vii. 1. Havixe, 
theſe promiſes, let us cleanſe rurſelves, &c. And Rom. vi. 12, Tied. 
not your members unto unrighteouſneſs, but unte God.— For fin ſpall not 
bawe dominion «ver you, for'ye are under grace. The poſſeſſion of the 
promiſe is the reaſon and inducement to obedience ; and in this way, 

faith and love are animated and encouraged for the ſame. This is to 
be under grace, and not under the aw. See 1 Pet. ii. 24, and par- 


ticularly Gen. xvii. 8, 9, where the obedience of Abraham and his 
ſpiritual ſeed is urged upon the promiſe of life already given to them. 


himſelf? 


11 1 
'himſeif? John iv. 44. xii. 39. Eph. ii. 4, 5. Phil. 
i. 6. ii. 13. Rev. iii. (9. 1 Pet. i. 2—5. Gal. i. 15. 
Rom. v. 10. Tit. wi. 5. John iii. 7, 8. Rom. viii. 29. 
Ezek. xvi., 6. Mat. xi. 25 —27. iii. 11. &. Do 
not theſe ſcriptures more clearly teach us that God 
is the firlt and the laft, and the only worker in man's 
ſalvation, and that it is all of his own purpoſe and 
grace that any are effectually called, juſtified, quick- 
ned, ſanQified, preſerved, and glorified, than thoſe 
prove the contrary, which are uſually applied to for 
this purpoſe? It would abundantly exceed the de- 
ſign and limits of this publication to attempt giving, 
the ſenſe and connection of theſe and a hundred 
more paſſages of the ſame complexion, or of thoſe 
generally produced to oppoſe and overthrow the ſen- 
timents deduced from them. But a perſon, who 
reads a good commentator, may ſee them all recon- 
ciled, and cleared up, upon the principles here 
8 for.“ [Perhaps Mr. Scott among theſe may 
reckoned oe of the firſt for the edification of the 
plain reader. I know not one, for my own part, 
more ſpiritual, confiftent, judicious, and candid. } 
But which method of interpreting ſcripture bids fair- 
eſt for the truth? That which makes Chriſt all in 
the ſalvation of a periſhing, condemned finner; or 
that which allows him a power and will to help, to 
deliver, and ſave himſelf? that makes a worm of 
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Such texts as Pſalm li. 11. and 1 Cor. ix. 27, only ſhow that 
ſpirit of holy love and jealouſy which the Lord puts into the hearts of 
his people, as the operative mean of their diligence and preſervation. 
And as to Gen. vi. My Spirit ſhall not always firive with man; it is 
explained by Neh. ix. 30. Zech. vii. 12. Acts vii. 15. where it in 
ſaid to be the Lord's Spirit in his Prophets; whoſe inſtructions, 
warnings, reproofs, &c. ſinne s have always reſiſted and quenched, | 
with more or leſs of the ſame obitinate pertinacity and rebellion. — 
See Rom. vii. 9 e EY, i 5 


* 


+ 
wr Y . _— . > 


mo wd eds. tne. two .... it &4 ted a cots au 


1 


| 


I HE SS EEE LES 0e IE 


_— — 


E 39,7 


te earth a co-helper with his Maker! as if oma - 
potence were inſufficient to work in his creatures: 
the good pleaſure of his will, and the work of faith 
with power, without their ſuppoſed aſſiſtance; or us 
if it were likely that a ſinner, in arms againſt his So- 
vereign, ſhould lend him his aid to make himſelf 
willing to obey his will and perform his pleaſure. 
Rom. v. 10. In rejecting the ſenſe uſually given by 
the Arminians to theſe ſcriptures, we only deny 
man's moral ſufficiency, in a flate of death and fin, 
to ſave himſelf, or to do any thing towards it; but 
ein diſcarding the interpretation we give to them, 
they are obliged to deny the foreknowledge of God, 
his almighty. power, his everlafling purpoſes of 
mercy, his unchanging veracity, and everlaſting 
love; (thoſe perfeRions of Deity which form the 
very baſis of the convinced finner's ſecurity and tlie 
experienced believers comfort and joy. Heb. vi. 19— 
19.) or to exclude. the concern of theſe perfeQions 
from our ſafety and bope. And which of theſe 
ſchemes of explaining ſcripture conduces moſt to our 
Maker's glory, and to a humbled, ſeeking, diſconſo- 
ate finner's comfort and ſecurity; let the ſimpleſt 
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r reader judge. Bur if God be the firſt worker and 

0 | — „ 5 the 
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+ \_ * Heb. vi. 6. For it is impoſſible, Fe. This ſeems intended 

7 to teach the beheving Hebrews how far perſons might go, in that age 

at ef miracles, in the proſeſſion of Chrift, and vet fall into apoſtacy, as 

of awarning and caution for their ſelf-examiantion, prayer, watchfulnefa, 

t. &c. and in this view we are called to improve ſimilar inftances of 

in promiſing appearances degenerating into final and confirmed impeni- 

is tency. For all theſe have been ſuffered to happen for enſample, to 

s | ws. 1 Cor. x. 21-13; Wich the ſame latitude of interpretation we 

ji, | muſt underſtand Heb. . 26. where the Apoſtie has evidently in v;zew 

— the ſame-final apoſtacy of Jewiſh converts to Chriſtanity to ſeudaiſm 

* again: la which eaſe they rejected, by their very religion, the g eat . 
re 
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the anly effectual worker in our ,enlightening and 
Talvation, and if his power alone be ſufficient to 
keep us ſafe. to the end, and he have pledged his 
word, and interpoſed his oath to this effect, (Iſa. 
liv. 9—10.) we are under the happy neceſſity of 
making every ſcripture that relates to our ſalvation 
harmanize with this gracious aſſurance, and of re- 
jecting every ſenſe of a text or texts which is op- 
2 thereto. And if Chriſt give unto his 
ſheep. all over the world, eternal life, and declares 
that they ſhall never periſh; are we to blame for be- 
lieving him, when it is a life we could not do without; 
or for interpreting every ſeripture, employed to con- 
tradi and overthrow ſo gracious an aſſurance and 
purpoſe, in ſubſervience thereto, and in corrobora- 
tion thereof? Can any life ſuit a dying, periſhing, 
awakened Ganer, but an eternal one? and is not 
Chriſt, in the gift of himſelf for, and to us, that 
eternal life? 1 John v. 11. John xi. 25. Could any 
thing leſs than ſuch a life ſave us, or could we ſin- 
ners have it in any other way tban as a free gift? 4 
And if be gave himſelf for us, and to us, from pure 
eternal love, (Epheſ. v. 25, 26.) may we not be 
ſure he will keep us; or why did he do ſo? He knew we 
could not keep ourſelves: Aud if his love diſpoſed 
him to perform the greiter, does not reaſon teach 
us to believe that he will not be wanting in doing the 
leſs? He will incline our hearts to love him and his, 
will, and thus make good his word and his purpoſe 
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Holy Ghoſt. We may be ſure he cauld not mean, that a fearful ex- 

.  geftatiin of wrath followed upon every wilful fin, or in every caſe of | 
failing away, in the uſual ſenſe of the words; becauſe we fee to the | 
contrary in the recovery of every backſlider. « And were we to under- 

 ftand thera aſter the Arminian manner, we 'might indeed preach 
nothing dut deſpair to the greater part of profeſſors :' finleſs perfec- | 
donilts cep. ; | 
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in our behalf, Jer. *xxi. 31—37. Ii is not becom - 
ing, then, that we ſhould give a meaning to ſerip - 
tures formed to oppoſe this gracious dehgn, and to 
dereave the Lord our God, of thoſe very excellen- 
cies: which alane-inſure our ſalvation, through the 
medium of an adequate atonement, in the midſt of 
fears, of enemies, and of dangers to the contrary. 
To fay that the Lord has an equal love for all the 
ſons of men, is not only to contradiét his Word, 
(Matt. vii. 23. Rom. ix. 13.) but to make his love 
of no value, ſeeing that numbers ſo loved, periſh 


+. notwithſtanding, and is not at all requiſite to en- 


courage any humbled ſeeking finner's hope; ſince, | 
by this ftate of mind, every ſuch ſinner. has reaſon. 
enough to believe that the Lord loves him, and from 
the Word of his grace, may learn, he is ſweetly in- 


vited to truſt ia him. f But the aſſertion involves the 


moſt dangerous abſurdity and blaſphemous falſhood, 


— _— 


viz. that he loves finters in hell with ra. „ 


unchangeable love; and that he would have. ſave 


them, and they ſhould never have periſhed, as he had 


ſaid, had not Satan and they been ſtronger than 
himſelf! !!“ c 4 
D 3 There 
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+ God ſo lowed the world, as to give bis enly begotten Sin, that 
wwhoſcever believeth in bim, ſhould not periſh, &c. John ii. 16. Here 


it is evident, not only that the efficacy of Chriſt's death is d eſigned 


for thoſe that believe (as at page 26,) but that it is this pal t of the 
world for which his love is expreſſed: For he SO loved, &c. (even 
in this manner, or with this limitation, exception or reſe 5 that 
whoſoever believeth, &c. Every one that believes is v0) there- 
fore the object of his love; and only theſe have a right to appropriate 
the gift of his dear Son: and indeed, theſe only will be able and 
diſpoſed to apply and improve it aright. Compare 1 Joha iii. 1. Rom. 
Viii. 32--39. and page 26. | | 
* O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the Prophets, & e. 
how often would I have gathered thy children, &c. Matt. xzii. 
37-39. This willingneſs to receive chem into favor upon their 
| | repentance © 
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There is no ſcripture can mock and tantalize us 


by requiring what we cannot do, as the token of 


ſubmiſſion and love, if we only take Chriſt into the 
account; for with him we can do all things; or ra- 
ther Chriſt does it in us, 2 Cor. iii. 5. 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
Phil. ii. 13. We can do all things he calls us to, in 
this way, becauſe the promiſe is as wide as the pre- 
cept, and contains the ftrength neceflary for what 
the precept enjoins, Phil. iv. 13. And, if upon this 
principle, we explain all the exhortations and calls 


to duty, they become practicable to a living faith. 


But let Chriſt in us by his Spirit, be left out of the 
queſtion, and we are without ſtrength and life to do 
any thing to purpoſe, John xv. 4. 5. Commands, 


injunctions, warnings, & c. may alſo be over ruled by 


the Spirit to ſubſer ve his gracious deſign in convinc- 


ing a ſinner of fin, of his helpleſsueſs, and of his ruin, 


—— 
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repentance, the Lord had ſhown by the labors of his ſervants, ſor ages 
back, who were his faithful repreſentatives: And though this addreſs 


was particularly directed to the heads of that city, the rulers in church 
and ſtate; (See the former verſes, and Micah ili. 9-12. 2 Chron. 


xXxxvi. 14— 17.) for the common people heard him gladly ; yet there 


would be individuals among both who would make him their refuge, 
as being taught of him ſo to do. But, indeed, though Chriſt thus 
addreſſes them, as unwilling to ſeek him, his word tells us the bulk” 
of the nation was devoted to unbelief and deſtruction. Rom. xi. 7, 8. 
Acts xxviii. 26. This however they neither underſtood nor believed: 
And, as they zealouſly maintained their ability to know and ſerve God, 


they were inexcuſable for their perſeverance in difobedience, as John 
itz. 41. Notwithſtanding, they were offered the means of life, and ad- 


viſed to improve them, even when ſaid to be ſealed up in blindneſs 
and infidelity, lohn xii. 35-42. But this, with their preſent 
awfully predicted ſtate, is a diſpenſation of righteouſneſs we are not 
competent to decide, and are rather called humbly and wiſely to im- 
prove, than raſhly and proudly to cenſure and blame it. See Iſa. 
Iziii. 17. Deut. xxix. 4. Secret things belong to God; and he has 
other purpoſes to anſwer in affording the means of grace, beſides the 
ſatration of fouls; as Ia. vi. 10. John ix. 39. | 
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and thus drive him-to Chriſt for mercy and ſor help, 
Gal. iii. 24. Rom. viii. 9. And to this end they are 
alſo uſualty bleſſed in the caſe of experienced be- 
lievers, Rom. vii. 12—25. And as to the invita- 
tions of the Goſpel, they. generally imply or expreſs- 
the particular character or ſtate of mind to which; 
they are addreſſed: and always go upon the ſuppo- 
ſition that the Spirit of Grace has previouſly diſpo- 
ſed the heart, by bis convincing power, to reliſh, love 
and embrace them.“ Thus in the ſeriptures, O 
every one that thirſteth come, and whoſoever will, 


* 


Y 


— 


* The advocates for univerſal redemption lay much fireſs upon 
John i. 9. 2 Cor. vi. 1. Titus ii. 11. as if, they plainly and unde- 
niably taught that all men without excepting one, are born vath light. 
and grace, It is we!l known to ſome, however, that the grace of 
God in the two latter texts, means the Goſpel; or as it is explained in 
the next preceding chapter in Cor. the Mmſtry and word of reconciti-- 
ati9n, which the Corinthians were befought not to recerve in vain. 
This the Apoſtle ſaid had gone out into all the worid, and fo had ap- 


' peared to all, or to Gentiles as well as Jews. And as for that in John, 


we can no more infer from the Evangeliſt's expreſſion, that all men 
are born with true ſaving light, tha: from Luke xvi. 16, that ev 
man preſſed into the kingdom of God. Both expreſſions appear, like 
many others, elliptical, and mult be ſupplied : the firſt only teaching 
that all who are ſavingly enlightened, are enlightened by Chriſt ; 
there being no other lightpf the world but he: and the latter, chat 
every man, who entered; into ithe kingdom of God after the days 
of John che Baptiſt, took the kingdom by violence or force, as if 
- the ſews to whom it originally belonged, Matt. viii. 11, 12. 
. 12. Theſe may ſerve as ſamples for many other texts, which" 
— frequently miſapplied and eafily mifunderſtood. Every or 
all men often ſtands for many, or for the world, that is Gentiles as 
well as, and as diſtinguiſhed from Jews, Rom. xi. 15. But ſhould a 
Methodiſt inſiſt upon it, that the word all or every in Heb. ii. 9, 
muſt ſignify every man, without exception ; he may be aſked, Ifthe' 
ſame word means every thing without exception in Rom. viii. 28 > 
If fo, among theſe all things, he muſt reckon fin!!! If alſo he 
apply this ſenſe of the word to Eph. i. 10, he muſtprove that all will be, 
ſaved, and ſo agree with the Antinomian, who allows this, becauſe he 
believes with the Methodiſt the death of Chriſt availed for all: and in- 
* he that believes che one, mult admit the other. : 


let 


4 } 


let him eome, & e. — Come unto me all ye that labour 


and are heavy laden, &c. He hath ſent me to preach 


the Goſpel to the poor, to heal the broken hearted, 


Kc.“ the frame of mind is alluded to, and the 
bleſſing ſouglit and coveted, is offered and promiſed; 


and the caſe is particularly deſcribed, to help the 


feeble faith and remove the miſgiving fears of the 
humble diligent ſeeker. Thus exhortations, com- 


mands, calls, admonitions, &c. are deſigned, and 
formed to awaken that very ftate of mind, which 


Invitations and promiſes are intended and ſyited to 
relieve and gratify; and thus all the ſcriptures be- 
eome profitable to ſome, if loft upon others, and 
anſwer every purpoſe for which they were de- 
figned, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. Ifa. Iv. 10, 11. But as 
the Lord can quicken finners, or edify his ſaints, by 
what (criptures he pleaſes to uſe for either of theſe 
purpoſes, we are warranted to uſe any, in depen- 
dance on his bleſſing, with this view. This objection, 
then, may be diſmiſſed with the reſt, as having no 
relation to. or foundation in, the ſentiments and 
principles we profeſs to maintain. There is, how- 
ever, a / 

oth Ohjectian behind, namely, That upon the 
Calviniſtic plan of interpreting. the ſcriptures, we 
ean preach the Goſpel] only to a few called the ele&, 
inſtead of to all, as commanded by Chriſt. This 
ohjection has in part been anſwered already; but [ 
may be allowed to ſay it hardly requires a formal re- 


futation, becauſe it is contradicted by matter of fact 


and notoriqus example. And if the views we adopt 
of the words of Chriſt would not ſuffer us to obey 


every command of his will, there would be juſt 
reaſon for reprobating and rejecting them. Our 
opponents do not ſo much as think, or will not un- 


derſtand, that we are taught to conſider the Lord's 


redeemed ones continually before and about us; and 
nf | indeed, 
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iudeed, we know none that are not of that numbes ; 
we preach therefore to all, as if they were. And 
as all his people (as they are called, Matt. 1. 2J. 
Luke i. 77, &c,) are ſinners with the reſt of mankind, 
we call, and warn, and exhart, and perſuade all ; 
leaving the Lord to apply the meſſage to whom he 


* 


pleaſeth, for their inſtruction and ialvation ; and re- 
| a when we obſerve here and there one. diſpoſed 

by his grace to receive it, (Iſa. lv. 10, 11, Acts xiji, 
48.) As the powec to convince and convert ſome, 
and to ſtrengthen and quicken others, reſts entirely 
with him, and as he has a people to call in every 
place; we alſo hope that he will not let us preach 
in vain, but has ſent us here or there by the appoint- 
ments of his providence, in order to fuifiland ſubſerve 
the purpoſes of his grace. See Acts xv. 14. xviii. 10. 
If the Lord do not work with us, we know we ſhall 
labor to no good purpoſe, (Mark xvi. 20.) But we 
have no reaſon to think he will not, becauſe he hag 

omiſed to the contrary, Matt. xxviii. 20. We are 
certain he has his plan before him, by which he pro- 
cceds, as every wiſe maſter builder has his in every erec» 
tion he undertakes: And, as he has made ſome of us, 
as well as others, joint labourers (ouvegya 1 Cor. iii. 9.) 
under himſelf, by the teachings of his ſpirit and 
the diſpoſals of his providence: We account it our 
duty to attend to every command and iaftitution 
of his word, both in hewing ſinners, as rough ſtones, 
from the quarry of nature, and in poliſhing.and fits. 
ting them for their ſeveral places; that that glorious. 
ſpiritual temple of true believers, or living ſtones, 
which his wiſdom hath deſigned, (Prov. ix. I. 1 Pet. 
u. 5.) may be completed; the top ſtone of which 
thall be brought forth with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, 
grace unto it, Tech, iv. 7. In a word, As we are 

rictly enjoined to.preach the Goſpel to every crea · 
dure 


,” 


4 pleaſure, 


„or to all to whom we. are ſeat, we obey with 


. 
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ptr, and we can obey it with conſiſtency. And 


we.are not made the inſtruments of ſaving all we 
deſire, we know that all muſt be left without excuſe 
to whom this word of reconciliation, this grace of 
God, the Goſpel of our ſalvation comes. In this 
diſcharge of our truſt and obedience to our prinei- 
ples, we have Prophets and Apoſtles for our exam- 
ples, and we are thankful to ſay, that we do not 
copy them without ſomething of their ſucceſs. Yet 
the reſult of our miniſtry ſerves to confirm the truth 
of our bleſſed Maſter's afſertion, “ That many are 
called, but comparatively few choſen ;” Many hear, 
* but few ſavingly believe. As we can thus preach 
the whole Goſpel in perfect concordance with our 


belief of the divine will, the ohjection brought a- 1 
gainſt it on this ſcore, muſt, like all the others, | 


originate in miſtake and error.“ 22 
8. It is objected onee more, Phat Calviniſtie 
ue allow people fo much liberty that they may 
ve as they pleaſe. But how would he live who 
loves Chriſt and his will with bis whole heart, as true 
Calviniſm requires, and as every true Calviniſt does? 


— — 


2A favourite text wich the Arminians is, 2 Pet. iii. Not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all, &c. But it is pretty clear, the 
meaning of the Apoſtle is, that the Lord moſt patiently endured the 
provocations of the wicked, becauſe he would not be influenced by 
their crimes to terminate the preſent ſtate of things, till ail his choſen 
le were brought to repentance ;*” many of whom might, at 
ength, appear to be among thoſe infidel ſcoffeis, to whom his long= 
ſuffering was extended as weil as to them? He has, indeed, his peo— 
every where; and while his patience waits till they are brought to 
the knowledge of the truth, the ſame patience is manifeſt to others 
for their ſakes, (as Mark xiii. 20,) though he only knows who will 
he ſaved by that indulgence, or who will abuſe it to their deſtrue- 
tion, when all are guilty and all deſerve to ſuffer. See verſe 15. It 
is obſervable'the Apoſtle ſays, ** /ong- ſuffering toward u. whom in 
his former epiſtle (chap. x, x Ben. 2.c.phy e665 according tothe fore. 
1 of God the Tab, Te. 
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Eph. i. 4. We may learn from his choice ; I have 
choſen the way of thy precepts, Pſalm cxix, from his 


judgment and acknowledgment, (ver. 2, 3.) from 
his inclination, wiſh and prayer, O that my ways were 


directed to keep thy flatues, (ver. 5): from his com- 


plaint and concern, (ver. 25. Rom. vii. t5—24): 
and from the habitual purpoſe of his mind, ver. 8. 32. 
The truth is, the law of God is in his heart; the 
Spirit of promiſe has written it there, (Jer. xxxi.) 
and he delights in it after the inward man: And ſo 
far as he is ſtrengthened to walk according to it, he 
will in a life of watchfulneſs and prayer exemplify it 
in living holily. humbly and obediently, aud not 
otherwiſe.“ His miad is formed for this life, and 
is ſet upon it; and every failure therein is his grief 


and puniſhment. He loves his mafter and his ſer- 


vice; and he has no inclination to change either, 
Exod. xxi. As a renewed ſoul, it does not conſift 
with the firſt and prevailing deſires of his heart to 
ſerve fin or the fleſh : and he could be no more happy 
therein, with his new ſtate of mind, than he could be 
in hell, « John iii. 9. Ina word; all the latitude, of 
liberty which true Calviniſm allows, is only that 
which the will of God, and the love of Chriſt cir- 


| cumſcribes. Within theſe limits the genuine Cal- 
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The danger of Antinomianiſm, or a liberty to reject and negle@ 
the bleſſed law of Chriſt, has been long charged on the free preaching 
of the doctrines of free grace. See Rom. vi. But the reaſans ſug- 
geſted above, form an effectual bar to fuch licentiouſueſs. And 
whether men are made Antinomians or continue Legaliſts (that is, 


| Phariſees) by a perverſion of the truth, is a matter of ſmall momeiſt, 


ſo long as they remain ſtrangers to the diſpoſition of heart here de- 
ſcribed. Both are enemies to God and the methods of his grace, and 
both muſt be renewed in the ſpirit of their minds. But true Calvi- 
niſm inſiſts upon it that we muſt be created in Chriſt unto good works, 
as well as fore-ordained to walk in them; and that we are choſen to 
be holy and unblameable in love, Eph. I. ii. 10. 1 

r 
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viniſt feels his happineſs, and peace and joy to vibrate, 


He pants tor holineſs, and his love and knowledge 
thereof urge him to ſeek fiill higher attainments 
therein, Phil. iii. Could he therefore only live as he 
would, he would exhibit the character of an angel, 
and be found without ſpot. I his however is the de- 
fire of his heart, and the purſuit of bis life. 


But the mere hope of reward and fear of puniſh- 


ment implied in this Arminian objection, as the 
cauſe and the motive to obedience, is but a low and 
legal one at beft. To ſerve the Lord from ſuch prin- 
ciples may ſuit thoſe who are under the influence of a 
ſervile, laviſh dread of his diſpleaſure : but is quite 
unneceſſary and unſuiting for thoſe who are made 
perfect in love, and whoſe obedience is the fruit of a 
willing mind and a pardoned juſtified ſtate, by the 
imputed righteouſneſs of their glorious Surety, Rom. 
vi. Such do not need the exactions of ſeverity and 


the laſh of rigour to extort forced obedience, whoſe 


hearts are in love with their Maſter's will, and who 
have not received the ſpirit of fear, but of power and 
love, and of a ſound mind, 2 Tim. i. 7. And this we 
conceive to be the very ſpring of acceptable ſubjec- 

tion to Chriſt, John xiv. 24. 
Having now endeavoured to remove the chief ob- 
jections and difficulties to the doctrines of free grace, 
I will cloſe the whole with a few brief enquiries, &c. 
by way of vindication of our belicf of them, and 

zeal for them. e | 
* Firſt, then, are we wrong in teaching believers to 


know their election of God as the Apoltles did. 
| (i Thel. 
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* Some have been ſo highly wrought on by the perſecutors of this 


doctrine, that they cannot endure ſo much as the mention of it, even 
in the terms of ſcripture. Surely ſuch may eaſily know, if they 


vere not quite blind, that the enemies of the ttuth of God are the 


enemies 
I. 
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6 Theſ. i. 4.) Or are we blameable for maintaining. 
theſe doMines, whilſt they may be ſo eafily proved 
from the oracles of God, and are formed and deſigned 
to conduce to their comfort, ſtability and purity ? 
It certainly is at our peril to do otherwiſe. We are, 
made ſtewards of theſe pearls of the kingdom, and 


muſt be faithful. We are taught the ſalvation of the 


righteous is only of the I,ord, and that he forſaketh 


not his ſaints but preſerveth them for ever, Pf. xxxix. 


and woe unto us, if we teach otherwiſe! But we 
muſt feed his flock with knowledge and underſtand- 


| ing, and keep back nothing that is profitable, Jer. 


iii. 15. Ta. xl. 2. Acts xx. 26—30. 

It is indeed urged by many, That this doctrine i is 
agrecable to-corrupt nature, as a reaſon why we are 
fo fond of it. But how is it, then, that ſo few are 
willing to receive it, and that ſo. many bitterly op- 
pole it even among the profane and ignorant? We. 
know the ruling Propenſities of corrupt nature are 
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enemies af God hirnfelf. Nor de ſuch want proof * this muſt "Vinh 

their own character, while they n bear even the words of ths 

Holy Ghoft. | 
They, after all, who rather prefer thais life to be in thoſe own 


keeping, or to reſt upon the contingency of their own- will, than oa 


the ſtable promiſe of God, may have their choice. But one may de 
allowed to remind them what was the end of Adam the firſt in this 
cife, ich more wiſdom and ſufficiency than they can boaſt of; and 
to wart mem to take good heed their own be not the ſame. They 


would not, I think, build their houſe upon the moving ſea ſandsz 


and I would willingly. exbort.them to the ſame prudence in a much 
greater concern. But the rock which is the foundation of hope and 
life to ſome, is angoccakion of ſtumbling and offence to others, and 
they ſhould beware that the ſame ruinous folly” be not theirs. If 
however, that ſecurity which the purpoſe of ( 2 atcording to electios 
EY be left out, there i is no falvation to be had or 3 for by 


either naer of ſaint, Rom. iv. 10. ix, 11, 0 xl, 3 { Aare wy 
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pride and Telf-righteoyſneſs.* And are any doctrines 
more oppoſite to theſe tempers, and more calculated 
to mortify them, and'to humble us in the duſt of 


ſelf. abaſement, than thoſe which aſcribe all our ſal- 


vation, from firſt to laſt, to the differeneing, ſore- 
reign, eternal grace of God t The truth is, it is a 
reproach to profeſs it, becauſe it is moſt repugnant 
to our. natures, moſt oppoſite to our carnal reaſon 


and judgment, and every feeling we poſſeſs; and is 


therefore uſually the laſt to be acknowledged, even 
'by thoſe whoſe minds the Spirit of God may have 
favingly enlightened. If we go through a pariſh, a 
town, a city or a family, that has not heard the 
pure Goſpel, we ſhall find all Arminians, almoſt to 
a man; all ſet againſt the doctrine in queſtion and 
ready to perſecute and revile it! For, to believe 
that we have all a power to turn to God, and that 


we have all enough of light, grace, and the Spirit io 


— 


* Righteous ſelfis wicked ſelf, and the wickedeſt part of ſelf, for it is 
proud denial and rejection of the beit gift Jeſus can beſtow, even his 
on moſt glorious juſtifying righteouſneſs, Luke xv. 22. Whoever 

means to be ſaved muſt learn to count their own goodneſs for this dung 
and droſs, and renounce it accordingly, Phil. iii. 7, 8. Many are 
moral, however, becauſe they have too much pride to be otherwiſe, 
and hypocriſy enough to wiſh to be thought good. Theſe are the 


ons who are maſt in danger of incurring the eternal wrath of God, 


the hateful fin of loving and admiring their own righteouſneſs. 


"The law is the miniſtration of death, (2 Cor. ii.) and that is the matter ; 


(they ſerve, and this the wages it pays. 


+ This differencing grace is manifeſt all through the Tcriptores. 
Of two brethren, as Abel and Cain, Jacob and Eſau; one is taken 
and the other left. Of two kings, David and Saul, Nebuchadnezer and 
:Pharoah. Of two thieyes, one is taken and the other left. The 
Tame may be obſerved of Mary Magdalene, Lydia, Saul, &c. made 
'the- monuments of mercy, while others of their connexions, relatives, 
Kc. might have been paſſed by. What is this, but that ſovereign, 
electing grace, which ſo many malevolently revile? Sce Matt. zi. 27. 
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chooſe him and to become his when we pleaſe,. bez 

cauſe Chriſt died for us all, is the religion of blind de- 
praved nature.“ But propetly to believe and receive 
the doctrines we maintain, however ſome, for want: 
of ſaving light, may practically abuſe them, will re- 

quirea ſupernatural power and influence. No man will 
truly and effectually receive theſe, except God be 


with him, and in him by his ſpirit. See 1 Thel. i. 45. 


Secondly. Are we not vindicated in maintaining 
theſe prineiples, from the conſideration chat they 
came in with the glorious light of the Reformatioa, 


and that they are what all the venerable Reformers 


and Martyrs held; I believe, to a man? We know, 
ſo far as hiſtory may be depended on, or deſerves: 
credit, that all the pulpits of this kingdom (a very 
few excepted) were filled with the doQtrines for 
which this little Eſſay pleads, previous to the reign 
of Laud, that notorious and bigotted Papiſt. f And 


— 
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+ While a great multitude loudly boaſt, we are all. purchaſed by 
the redemption of Chriſt, &c. it is poſſidle and common. for the ſame” 


1 ta be practically contradicting the acknowledgment, by living 
n the neglect of his ſalvation, and in the habits of diſobedience. 


Iheſe, in the Apoſtle's ſenſe, are denying the Lord that bought them 3 
falſitving with their conduct what they warmly plead for with 4 


tongue "They profeſs that they know God, but in works they den 
him. The great deceiver of ſouls has not a few ſuch deluded cap- 
tives in his power. O that there was à Heart in them to perceive 
| - their danger, and eſcape the ſnare! The tame pious wiſh may be 
expreſſed for all thoſe, who are ſtrenuous advocates for every dodhine 
of grace, but, whoſe unſanctified tempers and purſuits, too awfully. 
mo they are ſtrangets to the proper influence of any ofthem. , | 


1 Hence it is, that almoſt all the religious books, publiſhed before 
the middle of the laſt century, which have reached us, are Calvi 
niſtic; and what is obſervable, treat of Calviniſtic truths as freely” 
if undiſputed. and univerſa)ly received z or otherwiſe, rank Arminian= 
iſm (now Methodiſm) wit Popery : both of which being fo near 
akin, increaſed like a deluge through the reigns of Charles and James 
the. Second... © © Arbe rn 
ew a+ 44 3 
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we may enquire; Who'amonp all that fafered | in the 
reign of Mary can be named that did not profeſs to 
believe them? We know of none, indeed, amongſt 
all the Martyrs for the truth; whoſe. hiſtory has come 
don to vs, that were not in their religious prinei- 
ples, what are now called Calviniſts. Our opponents 
would do well to remember this, and to conſider in 
what an unjultifiable manner the oppoſite ſentiments, 
Which have taken ſuch a wide ſpread, as being con- 
genial to human nature, through more than the three 
kingdomy, were ſet a going in their late eminent 
Patron ;* which at leaſt entitles them to a little more 


jealouſy and ſuſpicion than moſt of their advocates 


are diſpoſed to ſhew them. They ſhould alſo allow, 
that as the Calviniſtic principles.” as they are diſtin- 
guiſbed, are nd others than thoſe which ſome of the 
firft Cbriſtians in this, and I believe, any other na- 
tion have held, they certainly claim a little more ſo- 
ber reflection and candid treatment than they receive. 
The reader who may have peruſed Mr. Tor rApr's 
Hiſtoric! Proof of "Calviniſm, has feen, if I miltake 
not, theſe obſervatioũs clearly ſtated, and ivvincibly 
demonſtrated. To which perhaps nothing needed to 
have been added, for their univerſal recommenda- 


tion, than a little more of the meekneſs and for- 


* 


he. : 
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cou | This Calviniſm or Arminianiſm., See Letters of Neſſis. 
Whitfield and Toplady to Mr. John Welley. 
If this ſhould appear unaccountably ſtrange, it is equally ſo, that 


the ſame,pecſon ſhould in the capacity of a ſyjritual Ruler, jmpoſe 
bis notes on the New Teſtament, &c. as the Wandard and Kirecto 


of doQtine and teaching for all his — ; M hen he bad ſworn to 
the truth of the 39 Articles of the Church 'of Epgtand ; which are 
'as widely oppoſite to that ſtandard as they well can de! ! See at page 
12 of this Eſſay, where, for are, line 12th, read were; and for 
"declartd, * 25, read decreed, and for hoftile, oppoſite. . 
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bearance of Chriſt; tho? it muſt be owned he wantef 

2 of theſe excelſenciesiiÞhis violent! oppoſert. 
\ Thirdly, Is it not hard that whilſt we are Iaboring 

to do good npon theſe principles, as our venerable 


predeceſſors before us, many zealous profeſſors on 


the vppoſite:fide- of the queſtion; ſhonid be laboring 
to counteract the effects and deſign of ourendeavours/ 
to bring ſinners to Chriſt, and to build up believers 

in their moſt holy faith; by miſrepreſenting out 

ſentiments and aims, and poiſoning the minds of our 
hearers with falſe and malignant infinuatians of the 
dangerous and odious tendeney of our doctrines and 

preaching-?. Vet it is too notorigus to be concealed 
or denied, that this is the conſtant practice of not 4 
few, to draw people from our miniſtry and acquain- 

tance, - and: diſaffect their minds towards us, 
that they may win them over to their own party, - 
boaſt of their converſion, and get them enrolled iu 
their ſocieties ; after which it is in vain to expect a 
patient bearing from them, or to hope to ds them 


any good.“ It is however as diſhoneſt as unfair and ; 


ungenerous to compaſs this end by drefſing.up 4 
een figure of religion with the! vume uf horrible h 


he late ſtrange commotion among different ſocieties of Metho- 
diſtn, was, and is to this day hondured, by not a few: of their Prea- 
chers, with the name of an extraerdinary werk of God, It is really 
a pity that men proſeſſuig to- be teachers of ſuch numerous claſſes of 
people, ſhould poſſeſs no more diſcetument than to give ſuch a diſtine- 
tion to the moſt extravagant exceſſes of blind enthuſiaſm that have 
perhaps diſgraced the name of religion for a century. But to hear 
them talk of addiog, as the fruit of ſuch a deluſion. hundreds to God 
in the circuit of a few miles, by joining them to their ſocieties, is not 
ot. lv a libel on religion, but favors over much of ſomething which 
perſection requires to be free from. I have long been praving and 
waiting, with many others, for a revival of the cauſe of Cod: but 

uch an one as this ought, in my own judgment, to oecafion ſhame” 
and concern rather than boaſting ; and this effect I rather think it has' 
had _ ſome of the more judicious of that denomination. wh 
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ecree, eternal reprobation, and I know not what be- 


ſide, and then fathering it upon us, as if it were the 


genuine offspring of our preaching or principles. 


When, however; they labor to perſuade people that 
we believe there are children in hell a ſpan long, con- 
ſigned to eternal damnation before their exiſtence : 
that only one out of ten or twenty is exempted from 
this fate, let them do what they will; and other ex- 


traneous things, which we cannot ſo much as name 


without being ſhocked; they ought to be reminded, 
that falſchood is a mean as well as a wicked ſetrvant 
to a good cauſe; and it is not likely to be owned of 


- God, in peopling their ſocieties with uſeful or orna- 


mental, or conſcientious Chriſtians.“ 2 1755 
I our principles do not allow and require ſancti- 
ſication in all its branches and in all its degrees, and 


if our preaching do not aim to enforce and proinote 


it, and to encourage ſinners to ſeek mercy and life, 
let them judge and reprobate them : but if theſe be 
their tendency, and theſe their declared effects, how 
can they load us with accuſations to the contrary, 
without wanting the love of brethren or the tempers 
of a Chriſtian, or even the uprightneſs of honeſt 


men? Have not ſome of us as good evidence as 


— 
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Every impenitent ſinner and hypocrite believes and hopes he has 
a chance of ſalvation. This ruinous hope Arminianiſm flatters and _ 
encourages by, allowing it, upon the ground of every man having a2 
free will and ſome power. So the free-willers ſaid to Moſes, All + 


that the Lord hath ſpchen «we will de; while the good Prophet, with 


a better judgment, lamented the want of ſuch a heart, Exod. xix. 8. 


Deut. v. 28, 29. In like manner, Calviniſm diſallows this free- 


Will and power, and denies this vain hope; it alſo tries to undermine 


ſuch a falſe prop, by replying as Joſhua, in a ſimilar caſe of ignorance 
and ſelf-ſufficiency ; Te cannot ſerve the Lord; they had not a heart 


" to do as they imagined: And let but the ſinner believe and feel this, 


and his deſpair of being ſaved is the beginning of his ſafety and life; 

forth en we may encourage him as the Lord directs, Turn ye to the 

Brong bold, ye prijeners of lepe. See at page 20, and 24- _ ; 
he + ; Fo. ey. 


5 


— 


N 3 


they, that our faith is the fruit of the Spirit of Grace; 
and our labors owned of God ? And whilſt many of, 
them are eye witneſſes of this, and ſome willing to 
acknowledge it, can they be juſtified in {triviag to 
hinder our uſefulneſs, and te bereeve us of our ſpiri- 
tual children, the chief comfort and ſolace of our 
miniſtry and life? auld er 

Fourthly. May we not enquire, by way of vindica« 
tion, whether converſion to God and repentance to 
life, for which we are or ought to be both ſtrenuous; 
can be effected upon any other principles than thoſe 
for which we plead? Or can there indeed be any. 
Goſpel to ſinners, like ourſelves, in any other. way 


than what has here been deſcribed? _ Were the. 


leading doctrines of Methodiſm true, to eſtabliſh 
which, ſo much pains has been taken, there would 
have been no true religion in the world long before 
thiz: For who or what was to ſecure its continuance, 


or even exiſtence, againſt the power and controul of 


Fl 
» 2 


hell, if the Lord's abſolute promiſe and determinate 
purpoſe were left out of the queſtion ? nothing but 
the boaſted power and reaſon and, will of man, im- 
proved by natural light and grace which the Prince 
of Darkneſs would make a tuſh at. Fly 6: 

Bleſſed be the Lord, then, for thoſe gracious aſ- 
ſurances and decrees, which neither his formidable. 
ſagacity nor ſtrength combined, can either undermine 


: or circumvent. A race of true Chriſtians,” the ge- 
nuine offspring of grace, ſhall be preſerved to the 


end of time; for the mouth of the Lord has ſpoken 
it, Pſalm xxii. 30. Ixxii. Iſa. lix. This is my cove- 


nant, ſaith the Lord, my Spirit which is on thee, 
(via the Redeemer) and my words which I have put 
in thy mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor 
out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor of thy ſeed's ſeed 
from henceforth and for ever. And certainly this is 
the ar®reaſon why there is any true Church remain-, 
* | ing 


n 


ing in e wende To the-ſame cauſes, namely, the 


eternal purpoſe, the faithful promiſe.“ and the invin - 
eible grace of God in Chriſt, by which-the ſalvation 
of any is made ſure, it is owing chat ve yet expect 
td have believets increaſed a thoufand fold; a nation 
born in a day. And how will it fare with the pre- 


vailing ſeutiments of Arminianiſm when God ſhall do 


this? Iſa."1zvi. 8, &c. n 

Iti is- indeed a wonder to many, than W 
how, with theſe views of things, we can deem any 
guilty, or ſincerely ſeek their ſalvation. Bur if ſuch 
readers will take the trouble to compare Deut. xxx. 
15 — 19, with xxix. 4, 195 Acts xxviii. 23—27, and 
others, they may feel the fame wonder at Moſes and 
Paul as at us. It may; perhaps, ſerve to abate this 
ſurprize if we add, (t.) It is plain, that every man's 
conſcience is on the ſide of holineſs and the: will of 
God, though the propenfities of his depraved, cor- 


pe heart draw him another way, and on this | 


ground 


” xd is. © 


- ® See Gal: 4ii. 8. Where obſerve, free Fete by the righ- 
teouſneſs of faith, without the mention of one work, is aſſerted, as 
foreleen and ſo predetermined; that the promiſe of eternal life it 
given in this. way to the ſpiritual, chat ie, choſen feed of Abraham, 
the beirs of promije, (Heb. vi. 13, 17.) and that this promife is the 
Goſpel, Which the convicted, believing ſinner is called bumbly and 
thankfully to receive. Yet this is what many call Antinomianiſm. 


But is not a curſe progounced upon the preaching of any other? Chap, 
i: 9. See Rom. iti. 21, 22, and Tit. 3 17 2 e All humble true be. . 
liexfers, howevesy arc: called to be faints and choſen for the ſame... 
They have received the Spirit of promiſe, and are diſpoſed and formed _ 
for every good Work. This allo is the purport of their prayers, their 


deſires, &c. and is the main concern of their life. To ſuch, there. 
fore, we may enumerate duties, and ethort to them with aſſuted 
hope of ſnccefs. . And the God of Iiraei is be who giveth ſtrength 

and po Wer 40 his people: Blefied be God. PL. Ixviii. See Tit. iii. . 
+. To arouſe the dormant unſuſpected wickedneſs of corrupt na- 
ture, we only need to urge upon many the words of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to * 1 whom be will laue mercy, and whone' 
; be 
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ground be is the ſubject of more or leſs ſelf-atenſa- 
tion, Exod. xxiv. 3, Deut. v. 28, 29. (2.) He is 
condemned alſo by the holy life, and good converſa- 
of thoſe who truly fear God, Heb. xi, 7. (3.) He 
is compelied occalionally to ſpeak well of that which 
he hates, and to cenſure that Giſobedicxce and ini- 
quity he allows and prefers, 1 Sam. xi. 5, 10, 19, 23. 
This, and more than this renders it undeniable that 
his guilt is his own. , But every awakened finner-is 
partioularly ſenſible of this, and is always willing to 
confeſs his tranſgreſſion has been voluntary and pre- 
ſumptous, and has been exceedingly aggravated by 
chat long - ſuffering and goodneſs the Lord has:ſhown 
hini.. Let the reader aſk, If he have never felt ſome- 
thing of this kind himſelf? As the Lord is, however, 
the author of ſuch converſions, we are encouraged te 
hope and pray for more. But we alſo love out neigh- 
bour's beſt intereſt, and cannot belp ſeekitg it“ 
Moreover, every intelligent Chriſtian, knows, and 
muſt allo, that it is only by the Holy. Spirit's en- 
_ lightening and qulckeniag influence that we are 
turned to God, who by nature are. far frem him and 
enemies to him. And muſt we not all allow, that 
= that Spirit is the gift of God to us, and in us, for 
Is this purpoſe ? 2 Cor. i., 22. v. 5. 1 John ix. 13. Rom. 
he viii. 14, 15, 9 John xvi. 8. That that gift, alſo, is 
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8 the fruit of the Lord's love and purpoſe?” How then 
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e. WW be will be burdenetb. The truly humbled ſoul, who feels be has 
ed If forfeited every good, and merited everyevil, and is able to refiga hime © . 
tir elf up to the fovereign diſpofal of the Lord, will perceive nothing 

e- unreaſonable or unjuſt in ſuch a divine right 2 The- proud, however, 

ed will rage at it with the. enmity and oppoſition of their father the © = 
th Devil ; but indeed with no more jucceſs. For the Loid will do his 
8. own, will ; and the way he has appointed to ſave: us, is by ſubmitting 

a thereto; in every {ugh cale chere can be · asching but mercy and Kind- 
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ean that love and purpoſe be otherwiſe than eternal in 
the Lord Jchovah ? Jer. xxxi. 3. John xvi. 9. xv. 26. 
2 Theſ. ii. 16, 17. Take away indeed the immu- 
table, everlaſting love of God in Chriſt Jeſus; and 
from what cauſe or quarter is the abiding gift of the 
Spirit, or the bleſſing of eternal life to ariſe ! We 
mult know and feel we are condemned and loft, be- 
fore we ſhall ſeek and find to our comfort: But what 
is to teach us this, in a ſtate of utter blindnefs and 
darkneſs, but the Spirit of Promiſe? And who is 
to beſtow that ſpirit independent of Chriſt ? And 
what motive can effectually induce- him to do this 
ſhort of love, mercy, grace, &e. ? And what is the 
mercy of God but an immutable attribute? And can 
ſuch a gift be ſuppoſed to be imparted without pur- 
Pole;. defign, appointment, determination, &c. It 
238 inconceivable how it can be otherwiſe. *® And 
what is the Goſpel, but the news or revelation of 
mercy and grace to the guilty, the condemned and 
periſhing, (See Luke iv. 18. Iſa. xxvii. 13) which 
provided and accepted a faerifice for fin in Jeſuy 
Chriſt ? (2 Cor. v. 21.) even that very mercy- and 
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Some may be ready to ſay that, If they could believe ſuch doe- 
ine as this, they would abandon themſelves to deſpair and licentiouſ- 
meſs; perfuaded their end would be juft the ſame as if they took never 
10 much pains. Bur this js the language of iguorance; for they are 
not aware that the belief of this, for which we plead, is another ming, 
and would produce quite another ſet of feelings: If it did not it wei“ 
good for nothing There is indeed an effectual bar to che belief of it; 
the ignorance and pride of the heart, which only enlightening grace 
can remove. And to believe aright with the ſame fate of mind we 
poſleſs while unbelieving, is not poſſible in the nature of thines. For, 
| when it plexfeth Cod to call us by Kis erace, and to reveal his Son in 
ws, . we ſhall be raiſed above the influence of fleſh and ſenſe, and be 
Mſpoſed to aſk as à little child, Lo d what wouldeſt thbu have me to 


believe and do? The truth is, we are not our own keepers; if we 


were, we ſhould never believe the ſoul- humbling and ſoul-ſaving teſ- 
wazanies of Goſpel grace. Sce Matt, zxi. 29. and 2 Tim. ii. 25 
$6 % 4 "Ap yi r N 8 grace 
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n race we have now deſcribed, and which ej] ne 
. | more have a beginning in Jehovah than his very 
- | exiſtence, Prov. viii. 23, 31. We ſee, then, that 
d however ſome may oppoſe and diſlike theſe doctrines 
© || of grace, as anti-ſcriptural and dangerous, they con- 
© | ſtitute the Goſpel which ſaves them, and are inter- 
„ | woven with their experience, if they have the expe- 
it rience of a ſaved ſinner, (2 Tim. i. 9.) Nor can they 
4 prove themſelves converted to God, ops. acknow- 
10 ledging andconfirming them. Every truly converted 
1 ſoul, is indeed, a living, happy teſtimony of the 
is | gracious purpoſe and everlaſting unchanging love of 
< © God in Chriſt Jeſus; Whether he be willing to ac- 


knowledge it or not in the terms here employed to 
- E deſcribe it.“ Once more, 

ti - Fi/thly. If we know we are chilly ſinful, and 
d that God is perfectly holy, and that therefore we 
muſt have a perfect righteouſneſs to juſtify us in his 
ght: And if ſuch a righteouſneſs Jeſus has brought 
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® Aſk : a truly 8 Artyinian, how His eyes came to be @ 
opened and his mind to be changed; and his own reflections oblige 
him to ſay, if he reply at all, it was the gracious operation of the | 
Spirit of Chriſt, when he was, like the reſt of the world, a ſtranger to 
yo grace, to God and himſelf. And is not this Calviniſm? Can ſuch 
an acknowledgment be made without implying, what, the ſame per. 
ſon may be ſo inconſiſtent as to object to in other words, viz. That 
the Lord has mercy on whom he will have mercy, and that one ſhall , 
93 be taken and another left. Follow fuch an acknowledgment, how- 
ever, to its ſource, and it muit allow ſovereign, electing grace; and 
"ae purſue it to its end, and it cannot but infer certain perleverance. 
* Thus every truly converted Methodiſt is, in his experience, what he 
calls a Calviniſt: And were he ſimply to obey the dictates of his 
own experience, and not borrow the apinions and prejudices of others, 
he would be uniformly the ſame in. ſemiment as he is in heart. He 1 
be would formally maintain, he was ſaved by that grace -which has nat 
to been ſhown ta all in the ſame manner as to himſelf. Or in other 
We Y words, Mat, To bim it is given. to know; the myſteries of the kingdom 
4 to o cham iis mot givers „lau. ri Se ai. uh re D 
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in with this view, (Dan. ix. 24. Acts xiii. 39.) are we 
wrong in believing it. accepting it, being thankful for 
it, and preaching it accordingly 2 Have we any thing 
elſe totrult to or glogy in? But we feel that in ourfieſh 
dwelleth nothing that is good, but every thing that 
is evil ; a conſtant propenſity to forget the Lord that 


bought us, to truſt in the creature, and to grow re- 


mifs in his ſervice and indifferent to his glory and 
will. We need therefore invincible grace within us, 
as well as this glorious righteouſneſs and immutable 
promiſes without us, to counteract and overcome the 
iufluence of every evil inclination and finful temper. 
This is promiſed and this is given us in Jeſus Chriſt: 
For ſin ſhall not have dominion over us becauſe we 
are not under the law, not in a tate of nature, but 
under grace. This is the powerful operation of the 
Holy Spirit, inclining opr hearts to oppoſe all ini- 
quity 1a its rifings and n and to ſeek and to 
cleave to the will of the Lord, and honour him by 
the diligent improvement of every talent he has lent 


8 


us. This frame of mind, by the Spirit of his grace, # 


is the evidence ta us that the Lord has juftified us 
freely, and for evermore by his grace, ( Heb. x. 14.) 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus; and 
conſequeatly that we ſhall never be ſeparated from 

his love.“ Rom. viii. 33—39. Whatever doctrines 
| | 5 ho! tead 


Some retailersof ſeraps of ſcripture are fond of plying one at every 
turn with Ezek. viii. 24, to oppoſe the certain perſdverance of che 
ſaints. But if the truly- juſtiſied man fell finally away, ſuch ſerip- 
tures a Heh. x. 38. Job: xyii. g. Phil. i. 6. would be flatly contra- 
dicted- We are certain, ne this part of the Word of 
God is not defigned to oppoſe-what-others affirm. The Lord keeps 
the rightebdus by warnings,” ec as well us by promiſes ; and the for- 
mer are calculated and oyer-rultdyopromotethatwatehfulnets, prayer, 

and godly fear, {Heb. e reſpects; eſpe- 
r ally when they may be under the temptation of carnal ſecurity, _ 
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tend or are intended to rob us of theſe privileges, 
in which our hope, our joy, our ſanctification, and 
eternal life are ſo much concerned, we muſt oppoſe. 
For God hath not given us the ſpirit of bondage and 
fear, but of liberty, power and love. And as we 
feel this way, which he has taught us, ſo ſafe, ſo 
comfortable, and ſo efficacious to make the will and 
ways of Chriſt our delight; we cannot but recom- 
mend it to others, who appear to be enquiring after 


the hope of righteouſneſs by faith: And we are 


bound to inculcate it upon them with proper ten- 
derneſs and prudence, that they alſo may be able ta 
ſay, in humble triumph, In the Lord have I righ- 
teouſneſs and ſtrength : Righteouſneſs to juſtify for 
ever, and ſtrength in Chriſt, to enable to walk agree- 
ably to ſuch a glorious and exalted hope. In brief, 
ſo far as we have received theſe doctrines aright, we 
know that God, who 1s rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead 
in ſin, hath quickened us, and es us everlaſting 
conſolation and good hope through grace; and here- 
in happy evidence that be hath not appointed us to 
wrath, but hath appointed us to obtain ſalvation 
through Jeſus Chriſt, who died for us, that we might 
lire together with him: That he hath from the be- 

F ginning, 


— 
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The queſtion in the place alluded to is, Should a man truly juſti- 
fied from his youth, (ver. 4-9) live or eſcape temporal and eternal 
8 were he to turn from the way of obedience and continue 
therein? The anſwer is, No; he ſhould die for his iniquity as well as 


the wicked, who alſo in turning ſhould live: for birth, in either caſe, 


ſhould have no influence on the Lord. This then ſettles the matter in 
debate between God and thoſe who are ſuppoſed to accuſe him of in- 
juſtice and inequality in his ways. It is, nevertheleſs, allowed that 
the Lord has a right to keep his ſaints for ever; and there is nothing 
here intimated that he will not: Some however may believe for a 
while, and in time of temptation draw back unto perdition, and du- 
ring their continuance in goodneſs, may appear righteous, and be 


named accordingly i And this ſeem the meaning of Ezek. iii. 20. 


\ 


a; + 
ginning, choſen us to ſalvation, through ſanctiſiea - 
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto 
he called us by the Goſpel to the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. From which we 
reaſonably and thanktully conciude, that he will diſ- 
poſe our hearts to obey all his precepts, and in this 
manner guide us by his counſels and afterwards bring 
us to glory, that we may praiſe him world without 
end, as the redeemed of tlie Lord ſang the Song of 


Moſes, after they had ſafely croſſed the Red Sea— ' 


Thou in thy mercy haſt led forth the people which rhou 
haſt redeemed; thou haſt guided them in thy firength 
unto thy holy habitation, Exod. xv. 13. 
We may now cloſe with ſubjoining the grateful 
triumph of the humble experienced believer, in the 
words of the Apoſtle Peter: Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to, 
his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again, being , 
ele& according to the fore-knowledge of the Father, 
unto a lively hope, to an inheritance reſerved in hea- 
ven for us, who are kept by the power of God thro” 


faith, and the ſanctification of the Spirit unto it;; 


wherein we greatly rejoice, receiving the end of our 
faith, even the ſalvation of our ſouls, 1 Pet. i 2-9. 
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Notwithſtanding the Arminian errors the author has been all 
along combating and expoſing, he is confident there are many of that 
denomination whoſe experience denies all relation to them, being 
purely evangelical. Theſe, he further believes, only want to ſee ' 
Calviniſtic doctrines freed from ſome of thoſe formidable difficulties 
and objections which Arminianiſm has attached to them, to embrace 
and rejoice in them. For fuch he would be underſtood to have writ- 
ten; to ſuch he acknowledzes himſelf united in the bonds of Chriſ- 
tian affection and brotherly love; and ſuch he would particularly u 
requeſt to try and prove every thing he has written, and hold faft to 


that which is good; fully perſuaded that the ti uths he has pleaded for, 
only need, with ſuch a fair examination, joined to humble prayer, 
to obtain their decided approbation and cordial acceptance. In this 
may the Lord graciouſly aſſiſt them, and with ity be pleaſed to add - | 


his bleſſing 
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But let them take care they call no man maſter, in the ſenſe 
in which Chriſt alone ought to be ſo accounted. Let not the 
creed. or the opinion, or the reputed piety or learning of the dead 
or the living, obtain any implicit influence in directing or deter- 
mining what they ſhall receive, or what reject. They cannot 
conſent to this without violating the honour, and diſpiſing the 
command of our exalted Lord ; and they will not, but by the craft 


and temptation of ſome enemy, who lies in wait to catch and 


deceive. He that is not lead by the Spirit of Chriſt is none of his, 
Rom. viii. And he who is lead thereby, will let no name but 
that of Chriſt have authority or controul in forming his belief, or 
governing his ſteps. To this maſter we muſt be accountable 
and it is ſacrilege, or ſomething worſe, for any one to offer to-uſurp 
His right over the conſcience, or the walk of a Chriſtian. No man 
will attempt it that loves his authority, and no one will ſubmit to 
it that underſtands and reveres it. 


In enquiring, or in going after the truth, we are called to liberty 
and let my Arminian. brethren never be prevailed upon tamely to 
ſurrender this privilege. Whoever impoſes reſtraint here, lays a 
ſtumbling-block in your way, without the ſhaddow of a warrant 
from God or his word. Every man that loves and preaches Chriſt 
is ycur brother, and bis repreſentative; and you are bound to eſteem 
him on both theſe accounts, and to hear for yourſelf as you have 
Opportunity. For if they are commanded to preach the Goſpel to 
every creature, it is ſurely the duty of every one to give it a hear- 
ing. But the Spirit of Chriſt is the Spirit of Truth; and you 
cannot reſiſt its addreſs to your ears, br its evidence to your con- 
ſciences, without quenching his benign operations. Let then your 
eyes and ears be open to the <vhole of its ſalutary ſuggeſtions and 
inſtructions ; for in this way your victory, peace and uſefulneſs 
will inc;caſe. „ The fruit of the Spirit alſo is love ;”* and this ſacred 
flame muſt not be extinguiſhed by the bitter waters of a party ſpirit, 


or confined within the ſcanty limits of a ſect. He that loves Chriſt 


in truth, will love all that bear his image for his ſake, and cannot, 
and muſt not do otherwiſe, © Je are all one in Chriſt:“ - And 
they who endeavour to build or kcep up a wall of ſeparation be- 
tween us, do it at the expence of one of the firſt duties of a Chriſ- 
tian; aud whatever :icaſon chey alledge, ſhall bear their own 
judgment. Hate, then, "bigotry and narrow-mindedneſs: They 
are the oftspring of ignorance, and the tools of ſuperſtition. 
Let us love as brethren, and by love ſerve one another.” - Shake 


off, in a word, the cramping :-:ters of a party, and the uncom- 


| Wand6d reſtraints of Prefeſſed leaders; and let us meet in Chriſt 


our 
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our tonfmon centre and glorious head. In this manner det us 
mutually acknowledge our relation to the whole family of Cod by 
an union of heart, of intereſt, and of name. This is che frec and 
generous ſpirit foretold in the Scriptures, and reſerved to e latter 
days :— And let every one that names the name of Chriſt with 
reſpect, lãdour to promote and further at, upon Scripture principles, 
as God ſhall enable him. Then we may ſoon expect to witneſs 
the accompliſhment of that glorious period, When divitions and 
animoſities among rea/ brethren ſhall ceaſe 3 and all, ſhall agree to 
ſerve the eauſe of Chriſt with one conſent, and to oyerthrow the 
remains of the kingdom of darkneſs, Every approach towards 
ſuch an union mult be formidable to the common enemy; and 
certain it is, the true Cal viniſt is prepared to meet it wich 305 .— 
Alay the Lord baſten it in bis time ! . ä 
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